
    

 
 
 
 

Agenda for the Planning Commission 

Tuesday, September 20, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 50 S. Broadway, Lebanon, Ohio 

           
1) Call to Order 

 
2) Roll Call 

 
3) Minutes 

 
a) July 26, 2022 - Regular Meeting  

 
4) New Business 

 
Public Hearing 

a) Conditional Use 
1) 320 N. Mechanic Street – Short-Term Rental 

 
Public Hearing 

b) Text Amendments 

1) Chickens in Residential Districts & Short-Term Rental Minor Updates  
 

c) Other Business 
 
5) Adjourn   



CITY OF LEBANON PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES  
DATE: July 26, 2022 
TIME: 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Regular Meeting 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Aylor.  Members present were Bernie Uchtman, Tom 
Miller, and Jeff Aylor.  Also present was Greg Orosz, City Planner. 

Consideration of Minutes 

The meeting minutes for the June 21, 2022 regular meeting were reviewed and motioned for 
approval by Mr. Uchtman and seconded by Mr. Miller. The minutes were approved as written.   

Public Hearing 

Conditional Use Permit – Short-Term Rental 
222 W. Silver Street 

Mr. Orosz explained the applicant’s proposal for a Conditional Use at 222 W. Silver Street for a 
Short-term Rental within the existing housing. Paul Schaefer purchased the property in 2018.  
The existing building was completely renovated.  The applicant would now like to add a Short-
Term Rental within the updated house using the existing infrastructure already in place. 

A public hearing notice was published on Sunday, July 3, 2022.  A public hearing notice was mailed 
to all property owners within 500 feet of the subject property on Friday, June 1, 2022. 

Mr. Orosz explained the background on short-term rental.  Council recently approved a text and 
map amendment to create a Central Residential District (CRD. Short-term rentals were only a 
permitted use in the Central Business District.  The new CRD allows non-owner-occupied short-
term rentals as a Conditional Use, with use-specific regulations. The subject site is zoned CRD and 
the adjacent properties are CRD as well. The parking for the site is located in the rear and access 
is through the existing alley behind the parcel. There is enough area for three parking spaces for 
the site. 

Mr. Orosz detailed how the Section 1132.07 (D) of the Lebanon Zoning Code requires, in order to 
approve a Conditional Use, the Planning Commission review criteria.  Mr. Orosz then went 
through the criteria as outlined in the staff report.   

Based on staff’s analysis, the proposed Conditional Use complies with the approval criteria 
required in the zoning code. Therefore, staff recommends the Conditional Use to add a Short-
Term Rental at 222 W. Silver Street be approved, subject to the following conditions:  

1. Short-Term Rental (STR) Registration permit shall be applied for, and a point person shall 
be provided on the application for complaints and a party who will be held liable for 
violations. 

2. The registration permit ($500) shall be valid for two years if there are no recorded 
complaints.  A permit can be revoked for failure to comply with the city's set of STR rules.  
An STR permit can be denied to an applicant whose unit has outstanding code violations. 

3. All STR advertisements, including listings on STR platforms, shall include a valid permit 
number. 
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4. Units shall be required to contain basic safety precautions such as working smoke 
detectors in every bedroom, a carbon monoxide detector, and an evacuation plan that 
identifies all exits.  Hosts shall provide guests with basic information, including proof of 
STR registration, a list of the minimum safety requirements, instructions for lodging a 
complaint, and the name and contact information of the host and/or another responsible 
party that could assist guests with any problems that arise during the stay. (Possible self-
inspection checklist that hosts need to submit along with registration).   

5. Applications and renewals shall provide Insurance coverage to cover injuries to STR guests 
or other losses or damages that could result from the operation of an STR.   Require proof 
of homeowner's fire hazard, and liability insurance, with liability insurance covering no 
less than $500,000-$1,000,000 per occurrence.  (An agreement to indemnify and hold the 
city harmless for any liability claims?).  

6. The host shall keep records of guest names, guest contact information, dates of stay, and 
an indication of the host's presence or absence during the stay.  The property owners 
shall maintain the records for at least two years and make them available to the city upon 
request when the host is suspected of a violation, or in the event of a randomized 
inspection. 

7. Short-Term Rental Tax:  Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) or hotel tax shall be required. To 
ensure payment of taxes, require that the third-party facilitators of STRs collect and remit 
the TOT in the same way that these platforms could be required to report residents' STR 
activity to cities. Require STR platforms to maintain and make available to the city a record 
demonstrating that the TOT has been remitted. 

Mr. Miller made a motion to open the Public Hearing, Mr. Uchtman seconded the motion and 
roll was called and the motion was approved to open the Public Hearing at 7:09. 

Mr. Miller asked about the hotel tax for short-term rentals. 

Mr. Orosz explained how there would be a tax, but the mechanism through the finance 
department has yet to be established.   

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:11 by Mr. Uchtman and seconded by Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Miller made a motion to approve the Conditional Use to add a Short-Term Rental at 222 W. 
Silver Street, subject to staff’s conditions. 

Mr. Uchtman seconded the motion. 

Roll was called and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 
Public Hearing 

Conditional Use Permit – Short-Term Rental 
208 E. Warren Street 

Mr. Orosz explained the proposal for a Conditional Use requested by Kara Roll at 208 E. Warren 
Street for a Short-term Rental within the existing housing. Mrs. Roll purchased the property in 
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2020.  The existing building was completely renovated.  The applicant would now like to add a 
Short-Term Rental within the updated house using the existing infrastructure already in place. 

A public hearing notice was published on Sunday, July 3, 2022.  A public hearing notice was mailed 
to all property owners within 500 feet of the subject property on Friday, June 1, 2022. 

Mr. Orosz detailed how the Section 1132.07 (D) of the Lebanon Zoning Code requires, in order to 
approve a Conditional Use, the Planning Commission shall use review criteria.  Mr. Orosz then 
went through the criteria as outlined in the staff report.   

Based on staff’s analysis, the proposed Conditional Use complies with the approval criteria 
required in the zoning code. Therefore, staff recommends the Conditional Use to add a Short-
Term Rental at 208 E. Warren Street be approved, subject to the following conditions:  

1. Short-Term Rental (STR) Registration permit shall be applied for and a point person shall 
be provided on the application for complaints and a party who will be held liable for 
violations. 

2. The registration permit ($500) shall be valid for two years if there are no recorded 
complaints.  A permit can be revoked for failure to comply with the city's set of STR rules.  
An STR permit can be denied to an applicant whose unit has outstanding code violations. 

3. All STR advertisements, including listings on STR platforms, shall include a valid permit 
number. 

4. Units shall be required to contain basic safety precautions such as working smoke 
detectors in every bedroom, a carbon monoxide detector, and an evacuation plan that 
identifies all exits.  Hosts shall provide guests with basic information, including proof of 
STR registration, a list of the minimum safety requirements, instructions for lodging a 
complaint, and the name and contact information of the host and/or another responsible 
party that could assist guests with any problems that arise during the stay. (Possible self-
inspection checklist that hosts need to submit along with registration).   

5. Applications and renewals shall provide Insurance coverage to cover injuries to STR guests 
or other losses or damages that could result from the operation of an STR.   Require proof 
of homeowner's fire hazard, and liability insurance, with liability insurance covering no 
less than $500,000-$1,000,000 per occurrence.  (An agreement to indemnify and hold the 
city harmless for any liability claims?).  

6. The host shall keep records of guest names, guest contact information, dates of stay, and 
an indication of the host's presence or absence during the stay.  The property owners 
shall maintain the records for at least two years and make them available to the city upon 
request when the host is suspected of a violation, or in the event of a randomized 
inspection. 

7. Short-Term Rental Tax:  Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) or hotel tax shall be required. To 
ensure payment of taxes, require that the third-party facilitators of STRs collect and remit 
the TOT in the same way that these platforms could be required to report residents' STR 
activity to cities. Require STR platforms to maintain and make available to the city a record 
demonstrating that the TOT has been remitted. 
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Mr. Uchtman made a motion to open the Public Hearing, Mr. Miller seconded the motion and 
roll was called and the motion was approved to open the Public Hearing at 7:14. 

With no one wishing to speak, the Public Hearing was closed at 7:14 by Mr. Uchtman and 
seconded by Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Aylor commented on the house and how great the improvements have been. 

Mr. Miller made a motion to approve the Conditional Use to add a Short-Term Rental at 208 E. 
Warren Street, subject to staff’s conditions. 

Mr. Uchtman seconded the motion. 

Roll was called and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 
Site Plan 
El Picante 
1525 Genntown Road 
 
The applicant, El Picante, has applied for a Site Plan at 1525 Genntown for a building footprint 
addition. The site plan and elevation drawings were approved by Planning Commission at their 
June 17, 2016 meeting. The Site Plan permit has expired, and the applicant is requesting another 
review of the project. 

The applicant proposes the installation of a 14’ X 56’ building footprint expansion to enclose the 
existing outdoor seating area at El Picante. The addition occurs over an impervious cement 
seating area. The proposed 784 sq. ft. building footprint expansion meets the GC setback 
standard and complies with the commercial site development standards.  The proposed exterior 
modifications and site improvements are subject to Planning Commission approval pursuant to 
Ch. 1136.03 B. and Ch. 1132.06 E. of the Lebanon Zoning Code. 

The 38 off-street parking already existing covers the parking requirement. The building addition 
is designed as a covered area that can be opened for an outdoor seating environment.  The 
expansion will be built off the existing façade and the existing exterior doors and walls will 
remain.  The existing façade is primarily brick, and the brick veneer will continue on the new 
support columns along with a stone veneer base. Five large overhead doors will be the main 
façade material for the new west elevation.  Wrought iron black railings are proposed in front of 
the garage doors to enclose the area when the doors are open.  Above the garage doors are 
stucco panels with python brackets to support the roof overhang.  The south elevation also 
contains an additional entrance to the restaurant, with a window surround above and left of the 
new door.  

Staff recommends the proposed exterior modifications to the commercial structure and site 
improvements at 1525 Genntown Road be approved subject to the following conditions:  

1. All corrections to the plans as required by City staff, including a landscape plan, shall 
be submitted prior to zoning approval. 
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2. All required City and County permits shall be issued prior to beginning installation 
and/or construction. 

3. The applicant shall have one year to obtain a Building Permit for the work approved 
under the Site Plan or the permit shall expire unless an extension of time is applied 
for and approved. 

Mr. Uchtman commented on how nice the addition would be. 

Mr. Uchtman made a motion to for approval of the Site Plan with staff conditions. 

Mr. Miller seconded the motion.   

Roll was called and the motion was passed unanimously. 

 
Subdivision Final Plat  
Horseshoe Falls Section 5 

The applicant is splitting three lots into six lots to allow for the development of attached single-
family buildings containing two units each. R-1C PUD, Residential One-C with a PUD Overlay; 
Single-family attached residential.  The final plat complies with the applicable zoning and the 
minimum site development standards required under the R-1C PUD Overlay District for 
Horseshoe Falls Subdivision. The final plat complies with the applicable regulations as reviewed 
by the City staff. 

Based on the analysis, staff recommends the final plat lot splits for Horseshoe Falls, Section 5, 
being a Replat of lots 8060A, 8064A, 8066A, and 8068A, of Horseshoe Falls Section 3, be approved 
subject to the following conditions: 

1. The plat shall be recorded within sixty (60) days from the date of approval by Lebanon 
City Council as required in Section 1117.04 (a)(4) of the Subdivision Regulations. 

2. A reproducible mylar of the recorded plat shall be provided to the City of Lebanon.  

Mr. Uchtman made a motion for approval.  

Mr. Miller seconded the motion. 

Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously. 

Final Plat 
140 Harmon Ave. 

The applicant requests a lot reconfiguration off Harmon Avenue to allow for the construction of 
a Self-Storage Facility.  The three current parcels on 5.444 acres will be replated to form 3.074-
acre and 2.370-acre new lots of record.  There will also be new easements established on the plat 
for utilities and a shared stormwater detention facility.  

The final plat complies with the applicable regulations as reviewed by the City staff. Staff 
recommended the 140 Harmon Ave. Final Plat of be approved, subject to the following 
conditions: 
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1. The plat shall be recorded within sixty (60) days from the date of approval by Lebanon 
City Council as required in Section 1117.04 (a)(4) of the Subdivision Regulations. 

2. A reproducible mylar of the recorded plat shall be provided to the City of Lebanon.  

Mr. Miller made a motion for approval.  

Mr. Uchtman seconded the motion. 

Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business, so Mr. Uchtman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. 
Miller seconded the motion. 

Roll was called and the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

 

__________________________________       _________________________________ 

SECRETARY – PLANNING COMMISSION        CHAIRMAN – PLANNING COMMISSION 

 



PLANNING COMMISSION  
STAFF REPORT  
 
September 20, 2022  
 
Conditional Use Permit – Short-Term Rental 
320 N. Mechanic Street 
 
APPLICANT 
Dawn Stutz – Scott Norris 
 
R E Q U E S T E D  A C T I O N  
Conditional Use requested by Dawn Stutz at 320 W. Mechanic Street for a Short-Term Rental within 
an existing multi-family dwelling. 

CURRENT ZONING 
CRD, Central Residential District   

B A C K G R O U N D  
The existing building was completely renovated in 2017 and contains three units.  The applicant lives 
in one of the units and is requesting to host Short-Term Rentals within the other two units using the 
existing infrastructure already in place. The site encompasses a corner parcel with approximately 
82.50 feet wide frontage along N. Mechanic by 165.00’ frontage on New Street for a total property 
size of 13,612 sq. ft. or 0.3125 acres.   

P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  N O T I F I C A T I O N  
A public hearing as required under Ch. 1132.04 (H.) has been scheduled.  A public hearing notice was 
published on Sunday, August 28, 2022.  A public hearing notice was mailed to all property owners 
within 500 feet of the subject property on Friday, August 26, 2022. 

B A C K G R O U N D  
Council recently approved a text and map amendment to create a Central Residential District (CRD) 
that would permit many of the uses that property owners sought within the Central Business District 
(CBD) while eliminating less desirable uses in a residential area such as bars, etc. One of the topics 
that arose from several property owners was the request to use their properties near Downtown as 
short-term rentals.  Short-term rentals were only a permitted use in the Central Business District.  
Council passed text amendments on short-term rentals along with a CRD map amendment process 
to make sure all aspects of the topic were addressed comprehensively.  The new CRD allows non-
owner-occupied short-term rentals as a Conditional Use, with specific regulations.  

CRD Central Residential District:  The purpose of the CRD Central Residential District is to provide for 
primarily single-family residential development in older areas of Lebanon at a density not to exceed 
10 dwelling units per gross residential acre while also accommodating the limited expansion of 
business activity to supplement Downtown Lebanon. A variety of small business, institutional, public, 
quasi-public, cultural, residential, and other related uses are permitted in a planned and coordinated 
fashion to avoid negatively impacting surrounding residential properties. 
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S T A F F  A N A L Y S I S  

Zoning Status and Surrounding Land Use 
The subject site is zoned CRD, the adjacent properties are CRD and there are CBD properties to the 
west.  

Access Management: The building is located on a corner lot and the parking for the site is accessed 
off New Street. There is enough area for four to five parking spaces for the site.  
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S H O R T - T E R M  R E N T A L  T E X T  A M E N D M E N T S :  

Short-Term Rentals – Inside CBD & CRD:  Owner-occupied and non-owner-occupied properties are 
permitted to operate a short-term rental in Lebanon, subject to the conditions outlined below. 

Short-Term Rental Use-Specific Regulations (Applicable to all short-term rentals): 
a. It shall be prohibited to remodel or structurally alter a building that would prevent the 

structure from being used as a residence in the future or that would make it appear "less 
residential," for example installation of more parking spaces, paving of required setbacks, 
and commercial-type exterior lighting.  The property will be used as is with no structural 
changes.   

b. New homes shall not be constructed that are primarily intended for rental to short-term 
guests. Short-term rental of single-family structures that were constructed less than 5 years 
prior to the date of application for an STR permit shall be prohibited.  N/A 

c. No more than 25 percent of units in multi-family buildings can be used as short-term 
rentals.  The applicant is requesting to utilize more than 25 percent of the building as short-
term rental space.  The applicant lives in approximately 37% of the building with the other 
63% divided between the two units.  They are requesting a modification of the use-specific 
standards to permit this increased percentage. 

C O N D I T I O N A L  U S E  C R I T E R I A  

Section 1132.07 (D) of the Lebanon Zoning Code requires, in order to approve a Conditional Use, the 
Planning Commission shall use the following review criteria.  Staff’s findings for each criterion are 
provided as follows: 

1. The use is in fact a Conditional Use as established within the applicable zoning district; 

Finding:  The facility is classified as a Short-Term Rental and is an eligible Conditional Use in the 
Central Residential District as established under Ch.1135.02.   

2. The use will be harmonious with, and in accordance with, the purpose of this ordinance and 
consistent with the policies of the Lebanon Comprehensive Plan; 

Finding:  The use complies with the purpose and intent of the Conditional Use review as provided 
in Ch.1132.07 and the Conditional Use is consistent with the policies of the Comprehensive Plan.  

3. The use will conform to the general character of the neighborhood in which it will be located; 

Finding:  The use conforms to the general character of the area as the existing house is compatible 
with the surrounding area. 

4. The use complies with all applicable provisions of this ordinance including any use-specific 
provisions established in Chapter 1133 (Zoning Districts and Use Regulations);  

Finding:   The use complies with the regulations as required in Ch. 1135.02 (A-G).  

5. Will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and appropriate 
in appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity, and will not change 
the essential character of the same area; 

Finding:  The use and the multi-family home is in character with the surrounding area. 
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6. Will not create excessive additional requirements, at public cost, for public facilities and services 
and will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community; 

Finding:  The use will not have any negative effect or create excessive additional requirements on 
public facilities or services or be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community. 

7. That the proposed use at the particular location is necessary or desirable to provide a service or 
facility which will contribute to the general well-being of the neighborhood or the community; 

Finding:  The short-term rental provides a use that contributes to a general need identified in the 
community.   

8. That such use will not be detrimental to the health, safety, or general welfare of persons residing 
or working in the vicinity, or injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity. 

Finding: The use should not be detrimental to the health, safety, and general welfare of the 
community.   

M O D I F I C A T I O N  C R I T E R I A  

The Planning Commission may modify any of the requirements listed in Chapter 1133.13 Use-Specific 
Regulations during the site plan review process and approve a submitted design upon findings that 
the request will not be contrary to the public interest where, owing to special conditions, a literal 
enforcement of the provisions of this Chapter would detract from the stated purpose of this Chapter. 

In evaluating a request for a modification, the Planning Commission shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following criteria: 

1. The specific condition(s) which are unique to the applicants use; 
Finding:  It is unique that the applicant lives in 37% of the building, the largest portion of the 
house, while the remainder of the structure will go to Short-Term Rental.  This situation is a 
hybrid of a typical owner-occupied situation. 

2. The manner in which strict application of this Chapter would deprive the applicant a 
reasonable use of the land in a manner equivalent to the use permitted other landowners in 
the same zone; 
Finding:  There would still be typically rental availability for the property.  However, having 
the two units for Short-Term Rental creates consistency for a small-scale multi-family 
building.  

3. The unique conditions and circumstances are not self-created after the adoption of this 
Chapter; 
Finding:  The units were a component of the renovation before the adoption of the Short-
Term Rental Use-Specific regulations. 

4. Reasons that the variance shall preserve, not harm the public safety and welfare, and shall 
not alter the essential character of the neighborhood; and 
Finding: The function of this property would not substantially change due to the modification.  
The restoration of the property at such a strategic intersection set a cornerstone for the 
district.  The short-term rental activity corresponds to the goals of the new district.   
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5. The fact that the agreed upon Use-Specific alternative substantially complies with the terms 
of this chapter. 
Finding:  The proposed short-term rental complies with the intent of the newly approved 
regulations.  During the public meeting, the provision limiting multi-family units to 25% was 
typically discussed in terms of larger-scale multi-family developments. 

 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  

Based on staff’s analysis, the proposed Conditional Use complies with the approval criteria required 
in the Zoning Code. The Use-specific Modification also complies with the modification criteria. 
Therefore, staff recommends approval of the Conditional Use and Use-Specific Modification to add a 
Short-Term Rental at 320 N. Mechanic Street, subject to the following conditions:  

1. Short-Term Rental (STR) Registration permit shall be applied for, and a point person shall be 
provided on the application for complaints and a party who will be held liable for violations. 

2. The registration permit ($500) shall be valid for two years if there are no recorded complaints.  
A permit can be revoked for failure to comply with the city's set of STR rules.  An STR permit 
can be denied to an applicant whose unit has outstanding code violations. 

3. All STR advertisements, including listings on STR platforms, shall include a valid permit 
number. 

4. Units shall be required to contain basic safety precautions such as working smoke detectors 
in every bedroom, a carbon monoxide detector, and an evacuation plan that identifies all 
exits.  Hosts shall provide guests with basic information, including proof of STR registration, a 
list of the minimum safety requirements, instructions for lodging a complaint, and the name 
and contact information of the host and/or another responsible party that could assist guests 
with any problems that arise during the stay. (Possible self-inspection checklist that hosts 
need to submit along with registration).   

5. Applications and renewals shall provide Insurance coverage to cover injuries to STR guests or 
other losses or damages that could result from the operation of an STR.   Require proof of 
homeowner's fire hazard, and liability insurance, with liability insurance covering no less than 
$500,000-$1,000,000 per occurrence.  (An agreement to indemnify and hold the city harmless 
for any liability claims?).  

6. The host shall keep records of guest names, guest contact information, dates of stay, and an 
indication of the host's presence or absence during the stay.  The property owners shall 
maintain the records for at least two years and make them available to the city upon request 
when the host is suspected of a violation, or in the event of a randomized inspection. 

7. Short-Term Rental Tax:  Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) or hotel tax shall be required. To 
ensure payment of taxes, require that the third-party facilitators of STRs collect and remit the 
TOT in the same way that these platforms could be required to report residents' STR activity 
to cities. Require STR platforms to maintain and make available to the city a record 
demonstrating that the TOT has been remitted. 
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Subject:  Text Amendments to the Official Zoning Code for chickens. 
 
                 September 20, 2022 
 
1. Purpose:  Text Amendments related to adding the keeping of chickens as a permitted use within City 
limits.  
 
2. Recommendation: Approve the Text Amendments to Chapters 1133 and 1142 of the Official Zoning 
Code to modify the Accessory Use Table and Accessory Use Regulations to add the keeping of chickens in 
Residential Districts. 
 
3.  Discussion:   

a. Lebanon Zoning Code:  All chickens and barnyard fowl are currently regulated as Livestock 
in the Zoning Code and are only permitted in the Rural Residential (R-R) Zoning District.  
Many other similar-sized cities allow chickens in denser residential zones as well. 

b. Regulations for the number of chickens allowed:  Municipalities typically limit the number 
of chickens that may be kept per household.  The Chicken Committee is recommending the 
maximum number of chickens allowed be six (6) per most properties and lots one (1) acre or 
over be permitted twelve (12) hens. 

c. Regulation of roosters: Most communities do not allow roosters. Only female chickens 
(hens) should be permitted. 

d. Zoning Districts: The general consensus is chickens only be permitted in residential districts.  
However, the question still remains whether they be permitted in the Central Residential 
District (CRD) and Residential One Urban (R-1U) due to the small lots within these districts.  

e. Setbacks: Coops and chicken pens should only be located in the rear yard at least twenty 
(20+) feet from all property lines. Coops and chicken pens shall be screened from view from 
adjacent properties with a combination of fencing and landscaping. 

f. Enclosures: The chickens shall not roam off the permitted property. Chickens should always 
be kept in an enclosure or fenced area. The materials used in making a coop shall be 
consistent with the house and uniform for each element of the structure. No dog, cat, or 
other domesticated animal which kills a chicken should, for that reason alone, be considered 
a dangerous or aggressive animal. 

g. Odor and noise impacts: Odors from chickens, chicken manure or other chicken-related 
substances should not be perceptible beyond the boundaries of the permitted tract of land.  
Noise from chickens should not be loud enough beyond the boundaries of the permitted 
tract of land at the property boundaries to disturb persons of reasonable sensitivity. 

h. Chicken care: How will concerns about proper chicken care be handled?  For dogs, it is 
referred to the Humane Association, but they will not get involved with chickens. 

i. Registration: Many municipalities require additional permitting and fees to keep chickens.  
A permit should not allow the permittee to engage in chicken breeding or fertilizer 
production for commercial purposes.  HOA covenants and restrictions will still be applicable.   

 



 

j. Restrictions regarding the slaughtering of chickens: Some municipalities do not permit the 
culling of chickens in residential areas. A no-kill rule would impact those who wish to raise 
chickens for meat, roster mitigation, or intend to cull hens that no longer lay eggs.  

k. Short-Term Rental:  Administrative Text Amendments for the recently approved Short-Term 
Rental to provide clarity within the code. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

a. Review Criteria:  Recommendations and decisions on Text Amendment are based on considerations 
of review criteria.  The amendment meets the challenge of changing conditions and trends.  The 
proposed amendments will protect the welfare of the community and not deter general health or 
safety.  
 

b. Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of Text Amendments to Chapters 1133 and 1142 of 
the Official Zoning Code to the Accessory Use Table and Accessory Use Regulations to add the 
keeping of chickens in Residential Districts as an Accessory Use.  Also, staff recommends approval of 
the administrative Text Amendments related to Short-Term Rental to provide clarity within the code. 
 

 



   CHAPTER  1133: ZONING DISTRICTS AND USE REGULATIONS 
Section 1133.15: Accessory Uses 

 

City of Lebanon, Ohio | Official Zoning Code  77 

11. Accessory uses may be permitted to extend into the minimum rear yard provided that 
such use or structure are set back a minimum of ten feet from the rear and side lot lines. 
Accessory uses within the Residential Urban District (R‐1U) and Residential One‐D (R‐1D) 
may be permitted a minimum of five feet from the rear and side lot lines. 

12. Accessory uses in the Central Business District and Central Residential District are 
permitted to extend up to the side and rear lot line subject to Planning Commission 
review and approval.  Accessory uses less than 200 square feet are permitted subject to 
Community Development Department review and approval. 

13. Accessory uses and associated impervious surfaces shall not exceed 80 percent of the 
rear yard.   

14. Exterior building materials shall be durable, of the same, or higher, quality as 
surrounding developments, and shall not adversely impact adjacent uses. 

C. Table of Allowed Accessory Uses 

Table 1133‐7 lists the accessory building and uses allowed within all zoning districts. The 
following is an explanation of the abbreviations and columns in Table 1133‐7. 

1. Permitted Uses (P) 

A “P” in a cell indicates that an accessory building or use is permitted by‐right in the 
respective zoning district. Permitted accessory uses are subject to all other applicable 
regulations of this Ordinance, including the use‐specific standards set forth in this Chapter. 

2. Conditional Uses (C) 

A “C” in a cell indicates that, in the respective zoning district, an accessory building or use is 
permitted if reviewed and approved as a conditional use pursuant to Section 1132.07 
(Conditional Use). Conditional Uses are subject to subject to all other applicable regulations 
of this Ordinance, including the use‐specific standards set forth in this Chapter. 

3. Prohibited Uses (Shaded Cells) 

A shaded cell indicates that the listed accessory building or use is prohibited in the 
respective zoning district. 

4. Zoning Permit Required  

The “Zoning Permit Required” column identifies if a Zoning Permit is required for the 
applicable accessory building or use. 

5. Yard Permitted 

The “Yards Permitted” column identifies what yards the applicable accessory building or 
use is permitted in unless otherwise exempted. 

6. Additional Regulations 

Regardless of whether an accessory building or use is permitted by‐right or permitted as a 
conditional use, there may be additional regulations that are applicable to the use. The 
existence of these use‐specific standards is noted through a cross‐reference in the last 
column of Table 1133‐7. These standards apply in all districts unless otherwise specified. 
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City of Lebanon, Ohio | Official Zoning Code     86 

12.  Chickens in Residential Areas Use‐Specific Standards 

Permitted in residential districts as a Conditional Use with Accessory Use and Use‐Specific 
regulations. In addition to the applicable provisions of this chapter, chickens keeping shall 
comply with the following: 

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep chickens in violation of any provision of this 
Chapter or any other provision of the Municipal Code. No person shall keep chickens 
inside a single‐family dwelling unit, multi family dwelling unit(s) or rental unit. 

b. No person shall keep chickens on a vacant or uninhabited tract of land. The maximum 
number of chickens allowed is six (6) per occupied tract of land. Only female chickens 
(hens) are allowed. No person shall keep a rooster. 

c. A permit shall not allow the permittee to engage in chicken breeding, culling, or 
fertilizer production for commercial purposes.  

d. Any violation of the terms of this Chapter that constitutes a health hazard or that 
interferes with the use or enjoyment of neighboring property is a nuisance and may be 
abated under the general nuisance abatement provisions.  Noise from chickens shall not 
be loud enough beyond the boundaries of the permitted tract of land at the property 
boundaries to disturb persons of reasonable sensitivity. Odors from chickens, chicken 
manure or other chicken related substances shall not be perceptible beyond the 
boundaries of the permitted tract of land. 

e. Chickens and coops shall only be located in the rear yard. Chickens must be kept in an 
enclosure or fenced area at all times. The chickens shall not roam off the permitted 
property. No dog or cat or other domesticated animal which kills a chicken off the 
permitted tract of land will, for that reason alone, not be considered a dangerous or 
aggressive animal or the city's responsibility to enforce its animal control provisions. 

f. Chickens shall be secured within a coop during non‐daylight hours. Coops, chicken 
tractors and chicken pens must be located at least twenty (20) feet from all property 
lines. Coops and chicken pens shall be screened from view from adjacent properties 
with a combination of fencing and landscaping, and the following shall apply: 

i. The materials used in making a coop shall match the house and be uniform for 
each element of the structure such that the walls are made of the same 
material, the roof has the same shingles or other covering, and any windows or 
openings are constructed using the same materials. The use of scrap, waste 
board, sheet metal, or similar materials is prohibited. Coops shall be well 
maintained. 

ii. Any enclosed chicken pen shall consist of sturdy wire fencing. The pen must be 
covered with wire, aviary netting, or solid roofing. Coops and chicken pens must 
provide adequate ventilation and adequate sun and shade and must be 
impenetrable to rodents, wild birds and predators, including dogs and cats. 

iii. Coops shall be designed to provide safe and healthy living conditions for the 
chickens with a minimum of four (4) square feet per bird while minimizing 
adverse impacts to other residents in the neighborhood. Enclosures must be 
kept in a clean, dry, odor‐free, neat and sanitary condition at all times. 

iv. A coop shall be enclosed on all sides and shall have a roof and doors. Access 
doors must be able to be shut and locked at night. Opening windows and vents 
must be covered with predator and bird proof wire of less than one (1) inch 
openings. 

g. The Permittee shall take necessary action to reduce the attraction of predators and 
rodents and the potential infestation of insects and parasites. Chickens found to be 
infested with insects and parasites that may result in unhealthy conditions to human 
habitation may be removed. 
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h. Chickens shall be provided with access to feed and clean water at all times. The feed and 
water shall be unavailable to rodents, wild birds and predators. 

i. All stored manure shall be covered by a fully enclosed structure with a roof or lid over 
the entire structure. No more than three (3) cubic feet of manure shall be stored on the 
permitted tract of land. All other manure not used for composting or fertilizing shall be 
removed. The coop and surrounding area must be kept free from trash and accumulated 
droppings. Uneaten feed shall be removed in a timely manner. 

1133.16 TEMPORARY USES 

A. Purpose 

This section allows for the establishment of certain temporary uses of limited duration and 
special events, provided that such uses do not negatively affect adjacent properties, and 
provided that such uses or events are discontinued upon the expiration of a set time period.  
Temporary uses and special events shall not involve the construction or alteration of any 
permanent building or structure.  

B. General Temporary Use Standards 

Temporary uses, structures, or events shall: 

1. Obtain a temporary zoning permit, where required, pursuant to Table 1133‐8; 

2. Not be detrimental to property or improvements in the surrounding area or to the 
public health, safety, or general welfare; 

3. Be compatible with the principal uses taking place on the site; 

4. Not have substantial adverse effects or noise impacts on nearby residential 
neighborhoods; 

5. Not include permanent alterations to the site; 

6. Not maintain temporary signs associated with the use or structure after the activity 
ends; 

7. Comply with the sign and parking regulations of this Ordinance; 

8. Not violate the applicable conditions of approval that apply to a site or use on the site; 

9. Not interfere with the normal operations of any permanent use located on the property;  

10. Contain sufficient land area to allow the temporary use, structure, or special event to 
occur, as well as adequate land to accommodate the parking and traffic movement 
associated with the temporary use, without disturbing environmentally sensitive lands. 

11. The conduct of general retail sales or commercial activities in residential areas is, except 
as otherwise expressly authorized under this Ordinance, are prohibited.  
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CHAPTER  1142: RULES OF CONSTRUCTION, INTERPRETATION, AND DEFINITIONS 
Section 1142.01: Rules of Construction and Interpretation 
 

City of Lebanon, Ohio | Official Zoning Code 202 

102. Lighting outdoor shall mean any source of light that is installed or mounted outside of 
an enclosed building or structure, but not including streetlights installed or maintained 
along public streets by a government agency or public utility. 

103. Livestock shall mean generally accepted outdoor farm animals including, but not limited 
to, all cattle, cows or animals of the bovine species; all goats or animals of the caprine 
species; all horses, mules, burros, and asses or animals of the equine species, all pigs, 
swine or animals of the porcine species; all chicken, barnyard fowl, excluding chickens,  
or animals of the gallifornme order llamas, alpacas or similar animals; all sheep or 
members of the ovine family; and etc. Livestock shall not include dogs, cats, or other 
household pets. 

104. Loading area/dock shall mean an off‐street space or berth for the loading or unloading 
of freight carriers on the same lot as the structure they serve.  

105. Lot area shall mean the total area within the lot lines of a lot, excluding any street right‐
of‐way or other legal public dedication. 

106. Lot frontage shall mean the dimension of a lot abutting a public street measured along 
the street right‐of‐way line.  

107. Lot lines shall mean the property lines bounding the lot. 

a. Lot line, front shall mean the front property line, which is coterminous with the 
street right‐of‐way. A front lot line is generally parallel to or less than 45 degrees 
to the rear lot line. The front lot line is generally opposite the rear lot line. A corner 
lot or double frontage lot has more than one front lot line.  

b. Lot line, rear shall mean an internal lot line opposite a front yard. A rear lot line is 
generally parallel to or less than 45 degrees to the front street right‐of‐way line. A 
lot line greater than 45 degrees from the front street right‐of‐way line would be a 
side lot line.  

c. Lot line, side shall mean an internal lot line generally extending perpendicular to 
the front and rear lot lines. The side lot line extends between the front lot line and 
the rear lot line.  

108. Lot of record shall mean a lot which is part of a subdivision, the map of which has been 
recorded in the office of the Warren County Recorder’s Office; or a parcel of land, the 
deed to which was of record on or prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.  

109. Lot shall mean a parcel of land occupied or intended for occupancy by a use permitted 
in this Ordinance and the open spaces required by this Ordinance and having its 
principal frontage upon a street or place. 

a. Lot, corner shall mean lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersection or 
upon two parts of the same street, and in either case forming an interior angle of 
less than 135 degrees. See Figure 29. 

b. Lot, double frontage shall mean shall mean a lot having a frontage on two non‐
intersecting streets, as distinguished from a corner lot. See Figure 29. 

c. Lot, panhandle or flag shall mean a lot not fronting or abutting a public street and 
where access to the public street is limited to a narrow strip of land. See Figure 29. 
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Lebanon Citizens Committee - Chicken Ordinance 
Meeting #1 (Thursday, 7/7 @ 7pm, Harmon Park playground, Shelter #2): 
 
NOTES FROM MEETING – about 12-15 in attendance, including Mr. Cope and Mr. Norris (Lebanon City Council 
members) 
 

- Discussion about the survey results (accurate vs. not accurate) with a reminder that there will be 2 
opportunities for public comment at City Council meetings for anyone wishing to express their opinion 
about any code changes. Results of the survey are probably skewed towards people using social media 
and people in favor of the ordinance change. We probably only received comments from people either 
really for chickens or really against them, not many in the middle. However, with a 25.1% voter turnout at 
the November election (Warren County total), and maybe ~4,000 residents who cast a ballot in the 
election for 3 new City Council members, the 163 responses we received is not insignificant.  

 
- Important distinction that any HOA that excludes livestock currently (all of them do at the moment) would 

not automatically allow chickens either. HOA’s cannot override city ordinances, but if the city changes the 
ordinance to allow chickens, then this will open the door for the HOA members to follow the procedures 
in their bylaws to potentially change their covenants (usually signatures from a majority of residents, vote 
by the board, file changed HOA documents at the county auditor).  

 
- Code enforcement: the city only has 1 code enforcement officer and he only follows up on complaints. 

People in the city have chickens already but he doesn’t get involved unless there is a complaint. He makes 
a visit to verify the validity of the complaint and then gives notice to the resident, but he does not remove 
pets from properties. There’s a long series of procedure between a homeowner and the city, which would 
eventually lead to a fine, possible jail time, and a civil lawsuit, if the issue is not resolved. But unlike 
complaints for tall grass where the city gives the resident time to resolve it and then sends a crew to mow 
and a bill to cover the costs, they can’t do this for pets. 

 
- We talked about the importance of sharing our personal reasons for why we would like to see the 

ordinance change. Reasons mentioned were food source, pets, entertainment, and education. These 
would be great things to mention at the public hearings before city council votes to approve or reject our 
code suggestions. 

 
After discussing the survey results and pointing out some of the responses that appeared most often, the following 
suggestions were offered to consider including in a proposed ordinance change: 

• No Roosters. (Many survey responses mentioned this restriction) 
• Use ‘Chicken’ in proposed wording. (Not poultry or fowl. This will limit to chickens and not allow ducks, 

turkeys, guineas, which are all louder than chickens and require more space/water). 
• 6 chickens allowed (this is based on the state minimum purchase of 6 chicks at a time, which will allow it 

to line up nicely with Ohio Revised Codes. We also discussed 4 or 10, but 6 seems to be a good fit for even 
small lot sizes and taking into account the state minimum purchase.) 

• Exclude the Central Business District downtown (keep that area chicken-free because of 
businesses/restaurants and smaller lot sizes. We also discussed not allowing chickens for rental properties 
or only for owner-occupied properties, but decided this might be better off for landlords to handle than 
for the city ordinance to specify this. If we decide to exclude CBD from chickens, we will just include 
Residential Districts only, which would therein exclude the CBD from the ordinance change. 

• Application Fee/Permit - discussed having a one-time fee to have chickens (discussed amounts of $20-25). 
This would be so the city would have a record of who has chickens and that they’ve agreed to the rules 
set forth in the ordinance. It was also mentioned to have a yearly permit, but most agreed that this would 
take more time for city staff to process every year and people would be more likely to forget to do it than 
a 1-time thing at the get-go. Also discussed dog license fees, but this is through the county and not the 
city (and are not required for any other animals, including cats, only dogs). 
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• Location - possibly specify that coops be in the rear yard and definitely that hens are contained (either 
property fencing around the yard or a chicken run) so hens aren’t free-ranging into neighboring properties 
causing damage. Also, setbacks - suggested matching the current code for sheds @10’ from property 
lines. Another way to do this would be making these setbacks a little larger (20-25’). This would limit the 
smaller lots that would be allowed to have chickens as well as making a bigger buffer between neighbors. 

• Lot size: should we have a minimum lot size? (1/4 acre was suggested. Possibly increase the number of 
hens allowed for lots >1 acre - double the number of hens allowed for these larger lots. Suggested to use 
larger setbacks instead of a lot size minimum, and allowing more hens for parcels larger than 1 acre is 
acceptable. 

• Zoning Permit: Note that an outbuilding (such as a chicken coop) currently requires a city zoning permit 
application and approval, this is a separate fee and has specific requirements, setbacks, etc. A separate 
building permit is only required if the building is 200SF or more 

• Suggestion to have some wording that if there are 2 violation complaints, the city could revoke the 
application. We would specify violation complaints as this would exclude neighbor complaints due to 
someone’s neighbor just not liking them. 

• Slaughtering - we discussed including/not including something specific in the code. For someone who is 
processing meat birds, 6 hens isn’t really worthwhile time-wise, so having this limit would cut down on 
people keeping chickens for this reason. Current code exists to prohibit discharge of firearms, but not 
processing animals. 

• Educational Element - Lakewood (Cleveland suburb) has residents take an educational course and turn in 
the certificate of completion so there is some education that applicants must go through before getting 
city approval. Also share sources like this CDC source. Also suggested to have the Extension office or 4H 
offer some in-person training, maybe involve the library as they host special educational sessions. 

Other items: 

• Suggestion of giving applicants a FAQ sheet of how to care for chickens after they turn in their application. 
Basic chicken care, coop size and requirements, tips for cleaning coop and disposing of animal waste, tips 
for keeping smells and flies down, etc. 

• I’m going to stop in at the Humane Society and see what their process is for dealing with Animal Cruelty 
cases. We don’t think this would be an issue, but need to find out what they do if someone isn’t properly 
feeding/watering their hens as this would most likely fall under animal cruelty codes and not necessarily 
chicken ordinance violations. No Humane Officer for Warren County. Humane society follows up on every 
call, but will involve the PD with jurisdiction. They are mandatory reporters. Long process including Vet to 
confirm neglect, court orders, etc. But a welfare complaint would not go to code enforcement officer. 

• I’m going to do a little more research on diseases, but what I found is that if your backyard flocks are small 
and you are not trading hens with other people, then risk of disease is small. Following the CDC guidelines 
for salmonella (like hand washing) also reduces most risk. 

• Mr. Orosz said he has a good rule of thumb he follows: “Watch out that your property enjoyment doesn't 
infringe on the property enjoyment rights of others." 

The next meeting is Wednesday, July 20 @ 7pm 
Plan for the 2nd meeting is to review the “Other Items” findings above, share the code suggestions and get 
feedback, talk about how to address the negative feedback (anything not addressed in the code suggestions), and 
talk about the plan for submitting our revised code suggestions to City Council  
On the Agenda for August 15th City Council Work session. All committee members encouraged to attend, no 
formal presentation/speeches. 

- Mr. Brunka (City Manager) suggested meeting with City Planner, Greg Orosz, before work session to make 
sure all code suggestions line up with existing codes on the books. I did this over the phone 7/12/22 and 
will correspond with him via email with any questions and suggestions for code. 

- We will submit our Agenda items for the August 15th work session to Mr. Brunka no later than August 9th, 
but most likely by August 3. This will allow time for the City Manager and the City Planner to review and 
submit feedback/comments for City Council. 
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Purpose 
 
 

- Currently chickens are considered livestock and are not permitted at any residence within city limits. I 
would like to get this change. In my research, I have found that the city of Cincinnati, Indian Hill, Madeira, 
Milford, Montgomery, and several other cities already allow chickens and Miami Township recently passed 
a chicken ordinance.  

 
- In the post-WWII decades, many urban and suburban communities around the country instituted laws 

intended to distance us from our then-unfashionable rural roots. It was a time when neighborhoods were 
built without sidewalks, “ChemLawn” seemed like a great name for a business, and keeping chickens in 
the backyard served as an uncomfortable reminder of the fact Grandma used to slaughter a hen on the 
back porch every Sunday morning. Suburbanites seeded their lots with grass, installed lawn sprinklers, 
sprayed and sprayed and sprayed, and passed laws prohibiting chickens in urban and suburban 
backyards.  

 
- In recent years, many of us have started to realize that maintaining a close connection to our food is 

positive, not a negative, and is a part of living a more sustainable lifestyle. Farmers’ Markets are 
experiencing a revival, people are gardening more, and communities around the nation are changing 
decades-old laws forbidding the keeping of chickens. 
 

- Chickens are friendly, social, intelligent, affectionate, entertaining, low‐maintenance, small, quiet, and 
inexpensive to keep. They are quieter and cleaner than most dogs. They uniquely offer suburban and city‐
dwelling children the opportunity to understand a little more clearly where their food comes from. And 
they offer all of us the opportunity to produce a little of our own food. Raising animals—even a little flock 
of dimwitted backyard chickens—teaches us practical and visceral lessons about animal husbandry, 
ecology, economics, attentiveness, time management, health, weather and locale, soil health, and 
patience. Not to mention the emotional and educational benefits.  

 

Summary 
 
163 responses to the survey put out on social media (Let’s Talk Lebanon and The Lebanon Light plus people 
sharing, including several City Council Members) https://tinyurl.com/LebanonChickenZoning 

1. Eighteen people indicated they would like to be on the Citizens Committee for Chickens, and an invitation 
to join the committee was sent to every person who affirmatively answered that survey question. 

2. This survey was valuable in providing comments and suggestions from interested citizens. However, we 
recognize the numbers generated are not a valid indicator of interest in the community due to (1) sample 
size and (2) the non-random, biased nature of the sample. 
 

3. Of the 163 responses: 
a. 74.2% of survey takers are in favor of allowing Chickens inside city limits 
b. 76.1% of the survey takers self-identified as living inside city limits (124) 
c. 40 people live in city limits and don’t think chickens should be allowed 
d. 82 people live in city limits and do think chickens should be allowed (67% of survey responses of 

those living within city limits). 
 

4. While reviewing the feedback and coming up with the proposed ordinance suggestions, we kept in mind 
the following statement: “Watch out that your property enjoyment doesn't infringe on the property 
enjoyment rights of others.” 
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Code Change Options Summary: 
 

1. City Council could choose to keep the existing code language, excluding chickens as 
classified as livestock 
 
Or 
 

2. City Council could amend the code to include the following: 
 

1. No Roosters 
2. Up to 6 chickens  
3. Exclude the Central Business District downtown  
4. Location - specify that coops be in the rear yard and that hens need to be contained (either property 

fencing around the yard or a chicken run) so hens aren’t free-ranging into neighboring properties 
causing damage. Also, setbacks - suggested coop location match the current code for sheds @10’ 
from property lines.  

5. Violations: 2 violations, the city could revoke the right to have chickens.  

 
With possibly the some/all of the following items: 

6. Application Fee/Permit - a one-time fee to have chickens (discussed amounts of $20-25). 
7. Lot size: Use larger setbacks (15’ – 20’ to exclude smaller yards) 
8. Larger Lots: Possibly increase the number of hens allowed for lots >1 acre - double the number of 

hens allowed (12) for these larger lots. 
9. Prohibit Slaughtering – current code does not exclude this 
10. Educational Course – online course to complete and present certificate when applying for the permit. 

 
- As a committee, we are recommending City Council amend the current code to include 

all of recommendations 1-5 in Option #2, with City Council deciding if they want more 
or fewer regulations by choosing from options 6-10. Our reasoning for each item can 
be found on the following two pages.   
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Recommendations 
 
The Committee proposes that chickens be removed from the Farm Animals Ordinance for residential areas of 
Lebanon. We have separated our recommendations into two categories: things we agree should definitely be 
included in an ordinance change, and things we could possibly include in an ordinance change.  
 
Definitely Include in Ordinance: 

1. No Roosters. (Many survey responses mentioned this restriction) 
2. Up to 6 chickens (Based on the state minimum purchase of 6 chicks at a time, which allows it to line 

up nicely with Ohio Revised Codes. We also discussed 4 or 10, but 6 seems to be a good fit for even 
small lot sizes and taking into account the state min. purchase. Allow more based on larger lot size? 
See #8 below) 

a. Use ‘Chicken’ in wording. (Not poultry or fowl. This will limit to chickens and not allow ducks, 
turkeys, guineas, which are all louder than chickens and require more space/water). 

3. Exclude the Central Business District downtown (keep that area chicken-free because of 
businesses/restaurants and smaller lot sizes. We also discussed not allowing chickens for rental 
properties or only for owner-occupied properties, but decided this might be better off for landlords to 
handle than for the city ordinance to specify this. If we decide to exclude CBD from chickens, we will 
just include Residential Districts only, which would therein exclude the CBD from the ordinance 
change. 

4. Location - specify that coops be in the rear yard and that hens need to be contained (either property 
fencing around the yard or a chicken run) so hens aren’t free-ranging into neighboring properties 
causing damage. Also, setbacks - suggested matching the coop location to current code for sheds 
@10’ from property lines. Another way to do this would be making these setbacks a little larger (20’). 
This would limit the smaller lots that would be allowed to have chickens as well as making a bigger 
buffer between neighbors (See #7 below) 

5. Violations: 2 violations, the city could revoke the right to have chickens.. Specify “violations” as this 
would exclude neighbor complaints due to someone’s neighbor just not liking them. 

Possibly Include: 

6. Application Fee/Permit - discussed having a one-time fee to have chickens (discussed amounts of 
$20-25). This would be so the city would have a record of who has chickens and that they’ve agreed 
to the rules set forth in the ordinance. We could have an application fee AND also a Permit fee, or just 
a permit fee. It was also mentioned to have a yearly permit, but most agreed that this would take 
more time for city staff to process every year and people would be more likely to forget to do it than a 
1-time thing at the get-go. Also discussed dog license fees, but this is through the county and not the 
city (and are not required for any other animals, including cats, only dogs). 

7. Lot size: should we have a minimum lot size? (Use larger setbacks instead of a lot size minimum.) 
8. Larger Lots: Possibly increase the number of hens allowed for lots >1 acre - double the number of 

hens allowed (12) for these larger lots. 
9. Slaughtering - we discussed including/not including something specific in the code. For someone 

who is processing meat birds, 6 hens is not really worthwhile time-wise, so having this limit would cut 
down on people keeping chickens for this reason. Current code exists to prohibit discharge of 
firearms, but not processing animals. 

10. Educational Element - Lakewood (Cleveland suburb) has residents take an educational course and 
turn in the certificate of completion to obtain permit. 

a. University of Arkansas free course: https://www.uaex.uada.edu/farm-ranch/animals-
forages/poultry/hobby-small-flocks.aspx 
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Noteworthy: 
 

1. Zoning Permit: Note that an outbuilding (such as a chicken coop) currently requires a city zoning permit 
application and approval, this is a separate fee and has specific requirements, setbacks, etc. A separate 
building permit is only required if the building is 200SF or more 

2. HOA’s Excluded: Note that all HOA’s currently prohibit chickens. In order to have poultry in a 
neighborhood with an HOA, neighborhood members would also need to follow the procedures to 
change their bylaws. But changing the city ordinance to allow chickens would allow them to proceed (if 
chickens are not allowed in the city, then HOA’s cannot allow them either). 

 
Education, diseases, other 

o Suggestion of giving applicants a FAQ sheet of how to care for chickens after they turn in their 
application. Basic chicken care, coop size and requirements, tips for cleaning coop and disposing of 
animal waste, tips for keeping smells and flies down, etc. 

o Share sources like this CDC source.  
o Have the Extension office or 4H offer in-person training, involve the library as they host special 

educational sessions (Need supervisor approval but most likely Lebanon Public Library can host). Also 
the Warren County Park Naturalist (Shannon)? 

o Back yard poultry: OSU Extension office fact sheets: 
https://u.osu.edu/growingfranklin/2020/04/05/backyard-poultry-production 

o Avian Flu - https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-
information/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-2022  

§ What I found is that if your backyard flocks are small and you are not trading hens with other 
people, then risk of disease is small. Following the CDC guidelines for salmonella (like hand 
washing) also reduces most risk. Also see separate handout. 

o Humane Society Animal Cruelty - No Humane Officer for Warren County. Humane society follows up 
on every call, but will involve the PD with jurisdiction. They are mandatory reporters. Long process 
including Vet to confirm neglect, court orders, etc. But a welfare complaint would not go to code 
enforcement officer. 
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Backyard Chickens Are Not Farm Animals 

o For thousands of years, chickens, like dogs and cats, have lived alongside people in backyards large 
and small in cities and small towns. Unlike a half‐ton bull or 400‐pound hog, a six‐pound hen is not 
inherently a farm animal. 

o The typical laying hen starts to produce at four to six months, lays nearly daily until she is 6, and then 
lives another two years. A crucial point is that for backyard chickens (unlike their counterparts on 
farms), the end of productivity does not bring on the end of life. Commercial chickens are bred to 
produce large numbers of eggs very quickly and then to be culled and used for such things as animal 
food and fertilizer. Suburban hens, however, are treated as individuals. They are typically named, and 
when around age 6 they stop producing eggs, they are ‘retired’ and treated as pets for the remaining 
year or two of their lives. 

o Chickens are friendly, social, intelligent, affectionate, entertaining, low‐maintenance, small, quiet, and 
inexpensive to keep. They are quieter and cleaner than most dogs. They uniquely offer suburban and 
city‐dwelling children the opportunity to understand a little more clearly where their food comes 
from. And they offer all of us the opportunity to produce a little of our own food. 

 
Backyard Coops are Attractive and Clean 

o Unlike large commercial poultry operations or rural farms, people in cities and suburbs who keep 
chickens in their backyards tend to keep them in attractive, well-maintained enclosures and treat 
their chickens as pets. Backyard coops are usually no more of an inherent eyesore than a trampoline, 
play structure, or hot tub, and in fact many are portable so that the chickens are never in one place 
long.  

Chickens Are Not a Nuisance 
 

Chickens Are Not Smelly 

o Chickens themselves do not smell. Any possible odor would come from their droppings, but 6 hens 
generate less manure than one medium‐sized dog. The average chicken keeper is also a gardener, 
and (unlike the feces of dogs and cats, which carry pathogens and can’t be composted) chicken 
droppings represent an excellent source of free organic fertilizer when composted. Unsanitary 
conditions can result in a buildup of ammonia in large‐scale operations, which is why commercial 
poultry facilities often smell. This is not the case for small backyard flocks. 

Chickens are Not Messy 

o Chicken enclosures used in city and urban settings tend to be attractive and are easily maintained. 
Small flocks are managed with a minimum of time and energy on the part of their owners. 

Chickens Are Not Noisy 

o Hens are quiet birds. It’s only roosters that are known for loud morning crowing, and roosters are not 
necessary for the production of eggs. The occasional clucking of hens is generally not audible beyond 
25 feet. Some hens give a few squawks while actually laying an egg or bragging about it afterward, 
but this noise is very short‐lived and much quieter than barking dogs, lawn mowers, leaf blowers, 
passing trucks, children playing, and other common neighborhood sounds. 
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Chickens Do Not Attract Predators to the Area 

o Chickens, if left unprotected, are vulnerable to predators. But as the predators of chickens are the 
same as those of the wild rabbits, squirrels, chipmunks, small birds, and other local wild prey animals 
already present in our community, they do not themselves attract predators to the area. Because 
chickens are penned up in the backyard (unlike wild rabbits, for instance, which hide from predators 
in tall grass, brush and shrubbery), the predators may be seen more often. Coyotes, for instance, are 
seen more often when they take a cat or small dog than when they take a rabbit. But the presence of 
chickens does not attract predators to the area; predators are already here. 

Many Residential Communities Allow Chickens Without Causing A Nuisance 

o The more upscale the local community, the more likely they are to maintain relaxed ordinances 
pertaining to chickens.  

o The Chicken Committee’s Proposed Ordinance offers Lebanon residents protection in the unlikely 
case a neighbor would raise chickens in an irresponsible manner, but still allows the greatest possible 
freedom for members of our community. 

Chickens Do Not Pose a Public Health Risk 

o Unlike cats and dogs which are prime vectors for rabies, parasites, and tick‐borne diseases, backyard 
chickens actually keep your yard healthier for humans by eating ticks and other insects.  

o Salmonella, which has been associated with raw eggs, is a problem with factory-farmed eggs, not 
with backyard chickens. 

o Avian Influenza does not spread easily from birds to humans, or from human to human. Bird Flu is 
spread by contact with the contaminated feces of wild migratory waterfowl. So, the key issues are 
sanitation and contact with wild birds. Unlike rural farm birds which might co‐mingle with migratory 
birds or drink from a shared pond, backyard chickens are contained in an enclosure and watered 
inside this enclosure. 

Avian Influenza for Small Flock Owners 

o Biosecurity (prevention) Procedures for Backyard flocks against H5N1 or any microscopic disease of 
poultry (Viruses, Bacteria, Protozoa, Fungi) Source: https://www.uaex.uada.edu/farm-
ranch/biosecurity/avian-flu-webinars.aspx 

o Keep birds penned up (inside, roof over pens). To prevent contact with wild migratory birds and 
droppings. During migratory times especially 

 
Additional resource: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnseqPmzJO4 (Ohio State 
University Extension office video, targeted for 4H, but applicable) 
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service - USDA 
 
Source: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-2022 
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Living Sustainably 

o Increasing numbers of us are interested in living more sustainably, and many communities, Lebanon 
included, are encouraging citizens to reduce waste and consumption of resources. Backyard chickens 
allow us to reduce our carbon footprint by producing some of our own food. Every food item we can 
produce organically and on our own property – just outside our back door – is one less item that must 
be shipped to us and shopped for. Every item of food we raise ourselves represents a step in living a 
greener, more sustainable, lifestyle. 

o People who have backyard chickens are less likely to use chemicals and pesticides in their yards and 
gardens because it’s healthier for their chickens. In return the chickens eat weeds and bugs that 
normally plague unsprayed yards. 

o Composted chicken manure is one of the most efficient natural fertilizers and is provided for free with 
no need for transport. 

o Backyard chickens eat grass clippings which might otherwise end up in the landfills and food scraps 
which might end up in the garbage and sewage. 

 
Lot Size Doesn’t Matter 

o Chickens require very little space. Shelter for four or five hens does not require any more space than 
that represented by many kitchen tables, and a run of 4 square feet per hen is sufficient to keep them 
happy and healthy. Households all over the country are keeping chickens on city and suburban lots. 
Whether a backyard chicken‐keeper has a quarter of an acre or three hundred, he is likely to keep his 
hens in an enclosure with the same small footprint. 

o In order to assure the smallest of lots or unusual lot configuration doesn’t mean chickens can be near 
enough to neighboring properties to cause an annoyance, Lebanon’s Proposed Ordinance requires 
that chickens be contained in the rear of the house and proposed  coops be 10 feet or more from 
property lines, which is the distance at which most normal chicken noises are barely audible and the 
distance required for other setbacks. 

 
Chickens Are Educational 

o Chicken keeping offers suburban children the opportunity to learn where their food really comes 
from and about healthy, sustainable, nutritious food. They will see first-hand how kitchen scraps 
become garden fertilizer which in turn produces beautiful vegetables. Instead of simply hearing, 
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle,” they will actually experience it. Suburban kids can participate in 4H or FFA 
programs through keeping chickens in a suburban yard. 

 
Chickens and Emergency Preparedness 

o Many governments are asking community members to prepare for emergencies, whatever the cause. 
Many members of our community recently experienced firsthand the effects of an areawide 
emergency on food supplies. Backyard chickens provide a constant stream of fresh eggs without 
regard to the availability of electricity or refrigeration. Backyard hens will help our community be 
more food self‐sufficient under any circumstances. 
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Chickens and the Economic Crisis 

o The cost of food has risen dramatically lately, including the cost of high‐quality protein‐rich nutrient‐
dense food such as pastured eggs. Pastured organic eggs cost $4 a dozen at Pipkin’s. In comparison, 
four or five backyard hens will require a total of about $60 in feed each year and lay about 120 dozen 
eggs between them, depending on breed and age. That’s a savings of over $400 a year. In addition, an 
egg provides about 7 grams of protein, which means those 120 dozen eggs – obtained at a cost of 
$60 per year ‐‐ will supply the complete protein needs of the average woman. The ability to raise 
some of your own food can help provide a greater sense of security in insecure times. 

 
The Urban/Suburban Chicken Movement 

o Chicken keeping is very popular among those who are concerned about the environment, among 
those concerned about food safety and security, and among those interested in self‐sufficiency and 
preparedness. Dozens of newspaper and magazine accounts of communities which have changed 
their laws to allow chickens have been written. Several environmental and educational organizations 
here in Cincinnati are offering classes in Beginning Chicken‐Keeping, and these have proved popular. 
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Full Survey Results 
 

- 163 total responses - https://tinyurl.com/LebanonChickenZoning 
o Results of the survey are probably skewed towards people using social media and people in favor 

of the ordinance change. We probably only received comments from people either really for 
chickens or really against them, not many in the middle. However, with a 25.1% voter turnout at 
the November election (Warren County total), and maybe ~4,000 residents who cast a ballot in 
the election for 3 new City Council members, the 163 responses we received is not insignificant.  

o This survey was valuable in providing comments and suggestions from interested citizens. 
However, the numbers generated are not a valid indicator of interest in the community due to (1) 
sample size and (2) the non-random, biased nature of the sample. 

- 40 live in city limits and don’t think chickens should be allowed; 82 live in city limits and do think 
chickens should be allowed (67% of survey responses of those living within city limits). 
 

 
- The following pages include all of the survey data received in entirety, minus identifying 

information such as name, email address, and whether they wanted to be on the committee.  
 
  

40 
58 
32 
33 

121 
42 



 
13  

 

Are you a 
resident 
of the City 
of 
Lebanon, 
Ohio 

If you are 
a resident 
of the City 

of 
Lebanon, 
Ohio and 
a revised 

ordinance 
was 

passed 
allowing 
chickens, 

would 
you plan 
to pursue 
having a 
backyard 

flock? 

Are you 
in favor 

of 
changing 

the city 
ordinance 

to allow 
chickens 

to be 
kept 

within 
city 

limits? 

Code Suggestions 

What *benefits* (if any) 
do you see in changing 
the code to allow 
chickens within city 
limits? 

What 
*problems* (if 
any) do you see 
in changing the 
code to allow 
chickens within 
city limits? 

What other comments or 
concerns do you have? 

I own 
multiple 
properties 
in the city 
limits and 
live just 
outside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

Limit to hens only, no 
roosters. Limit to no 
more than four - six (six - 
8 bantams) for any lots 
under / per half acre. 
Coops cannot be within 
so many feet of 
neighbor's house. Coops 
and yard must be 
attractive and 
maintained just like any 
other outbuilding / yard 
requirement.  

Sooooo many benefits! 
Something for children 
in the city to do! So 
many learning 
opportunities- learning 
responsibility for taking 
care of animals, 
gathering the eggs, 
cleaning the coop, 
interacting with animals, 
reading about them, 
learning what is 
necessary for their care, 
putting down the 
electronic devices and 
going outside with 
something to do! Show 
them to their friends and 
give them something to 
do with their friends, 
particulate in 4-h 
(amazing opportunity 
for kids!!!). They would 
also be great for older 
adults or those living 
alone for many of the 
same reasons listed 
above. Peoples back 
yards in cities had huge 
gardens, fruit trees and 
chickens for years and 
these things are 
beneficial in every way. 
Gets people outside, 
talking and sharing with 
their neighbors, exercise, 
fresh air, free food, 
combats loneliness, 
isolation and depression. 
There will of course be a 
few incidences of issues, 
but I believe there will 
be far fewer than with 
dogs or other animals 
and there are so many 
upsides. We become a 
unique and progressive 

I think if the 
restrictions listed 
above are 
implemented 
there will be very 
few problems.  

I have been in other, much bigger 
cities (NY, Barcelona, Granada, 
Houston, Minneapolis) where 
chickens and bees are kept and 
most of the time one has no idea 
they're even there. I've actually 
seen far more complaints from the 
keeping of dogs - barking, digging, 
not being picked up after, getting 
loose, biting or attacking.  
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and froward thinking 
community if people 
who want the best for 
their children. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

Making sure not to label 
chickens as poultry as 
that would allow guniea 
fowl, turkeys, etc. No 
roosters, Maybe 
something about limiting 
electric to coops with 
extension cords due to 
increased fire safety, feed 
must be stored in metal 
bins, chicken owner is 
responsible for keeping 
them on their own 
property 

Increased joy, learning 
where food comes from 

Increased 
mice/rodents, 
chicken poop on 
sidewalks if 
owners don't 
keep chickens 
contained, 
possible 
salmonella due to 
improper egg 
handling (for 
chicken owners 
and whomever 
the eggs go to) 

No concerns, this is a great idea!  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes no roosters  
egg production, mental 
health improvement  

none 
if I could have chickens i would 
move  inside city limits.  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes N/A 

Lots of people are 
switching to being self 
sufficient again in these 
tough times. Gardens, 
live stock, etc. It's 
important.  

Mean bullies of 
Lebanon who 
can't accept 
change. 

�üêî�üêî 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

I would like to see a limit 
based on property size  
Slaughtering restrictions  
Coop 
requirements/regulations  

Very beneficial to teach 
our children the 
responsibilities to take 
care of chickens, help 
with egg collection. 
Benefit in the nutrition 
from eggs. Brings a 
lifestyle that 
incorporates family 
members working 
together.  

Neglect after the 
'honeymoon' 
phase of raising 
chicks 

We live outside of city limits but 
have been around chickens for 
years and we see value in the 
lifestyle and routine it can provide 
for a family.  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
No more then 3 birds, 
hens only 

Kids like to do 4-h, 
sometimes city kids 
can‚Äôt do animal 
projects 

Some won't 
follow all of the 
rules but this 
happens with 
everything  

None 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
Limit the number of birds 
per acre, no roosters in 
subdivisions. 

Better prepared for food 
supply chain issues 

Karen's None 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

limit the amount of 
chickens, coop distance 
from neighbors property, 
no roosters 

more people raising 
their own food 

none none 

No, but I 
live locally 

Maybe Yes 

Maybe no slaughtering 
unless you own so much 
land (1 acre?) You don't 
need much, just a 
sensitive neighbor needs 
to know they won't see it 
happen. No roosters.  

Our neighbor has 
chickens. He has 
brought us together 
more, to get to know 
each other because we 
see each other at his 
house, getting eggs. It's 
made our neighborhood 
feel friendlier and a little 
smaller, in a good way. 

None None 
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Plus the mosquito 
population seems down 
�üòâ and my kids have 
amazing opportunities 
to learn from his 
chickens.  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
Less than 10 chickens 
per.   To ensure not 
overcrowded 

Source of food (eggs).  
Educational for 
families/children.  
Entertaining, fun, 
chickens make great 
outdoor pets.  Chickens 
are great at eating pests, 
bugs, and mice. Gets 
people outdoors!  

Neightbor dog 
killing your pet 
chickens 

I raise chickens (Morrow) and it has 
been a blessing to our family.   My 
children have learned so much and 
we have a wonderful source of 
fresh eggs daily.  Feel free to reach 
out.  We also have a small 
agritourism business‚ Sunshine 
Acres Lavender Farm. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
Let them have their 
chickens! 

Literally is the same 
thing as owning dogs 
except there are more 
benefits. 

None 
If people can have other animals, 
let them have their chickens! 

No, but I 
live locally 

Yes Yes 

Not really, they dont bark 
like dogs or roam like 
cats popping in 
neighbors flowers.  
Maybe setting a max 
flock size is a good idea. 
6/10 hens for a family is a 
good number.  

They said in food waste 
reduction as they can eat 
scraps and create natural 
fertilizer. 

Someone will 
always be 
unhappy.  

Growing food, raising food are two 
of the must important things in life 
to survive. Neither are tought in 
school.. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
Limit the number of birds 
to under 10 

Learning experience,  
tick maintenance,  food 
supply  

No problems 
Chickens should be allowed 
anywhere 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

When we lived in 
Loveland city limits we 
had chickens and the 
rules were no more than 
10 chickens, no roosters, 
must have fenced in yard, 
chicken coop/run must 
be 20ft from all property 
lines. I also think that 
living space for chickens 
should be so many sq 
feet per chicken for an 
outdoor run if chickens 
cannot free range. I think 
it‚Äôs cruel to have 10 
chickens in a small little 
run where they can‚Äôt 
move or have 
enrichment.  

Chickens are great for 
keeping bug population 
down, great for compost 
piles, free range eggs 
taste way better and are 
healthier for us and 
chickens, provide food 
source, more eggs eaten 
from free range chickens 
mean less eggs needed 
from chickens who live 
in horrible factory 
conditions, education 
and responsibility for 
children, promotes a 
healthier lifestyle which 
may encourage people 
to plant more gardens, 
etc which is great for 
environment and creates 
less waste, encourages 
community(we have 
chickens now and love 
sharing eggs with 
neighbors), they are very 
entertaining.  

People not taking 
proper care of 
chickens, can get 
smelly if not taken 
care of properly, 
chickens can be a 
little noisy when 
laying but overall 
are very quiet.  

Even though we live just outside 
the city limit(122/utica) I am very 
pro chicken in city limits. We lived 
within Loveland city limits, about 
1/2 mile from downtown Loveland 
and had chickens and it was great! 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

6 chickens or a number 
based on the space you 
have. I.E. 6 chickens up to 
an acre, more for over 1 

People could be more 
self sufficient. Share with 
and support neighbors. 
Educational 

Only if people 
don't contain 
them properly 
and they are 
disruptive to 

None 
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acre? Fenced in and 
properly contained.  

opportunities with 
raising chickens.  

neighbors.  They 
would be better 
than all the crazy 
loud dogs in my 
neighborhood!  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

No restrictions. It is 
getting harder and 
harder to feed the family. 
Having chickens would 
allow many people to 
feed their families more 
affordably.  

People will be able to 
feed their families during 
these hard times. Less 
stress on mental health 
issues by connecting 
with nature. 

None No 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
I would suggest no 
roosters and limit to 3-5 
chickens. 

Folks can have fresh 
eggs or if don’t want 
chicken anymore can 
have processed for meat. 

If people don’t 
maintain manure 
properly.  For us 
farmers 
producing some 
of the same items 
might see 
decrease in sales 
as well. 

To keep tabs on thing maybe have 
a small permit to know where these 
small flocks are.  If "3" grievances 
filed against someone and found to 
be not properly maintained after 
inspection owner must give up 
backyard chickens. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

No roosters, pen 
specifications and a limit 
on birds. Some sort of 
notification of birds to 
local officials 

Been raising birds for 20 
years, great food source, 
simple to do and a great 
way to reconnect to the 
food chain 

Inattentive 
owners 

None 

No, but I 
live locally 

Yes Yes 6 chickes per household  
i have chickens. amazing 
pets that also feed the 
family.  

have to make sure 
there is no 
roosters or that 
people keep the 
area clean 

i hope this passes. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes There are no suggestions.  

Chickens can be used for 
many reasons, to 
provide food if needed, 
but also as emotional 
support animals. They 
are easy to care for and 
much less of a nuisance 
than even a small dog.  

Absolutely zero 
problems.  

Almost all of our neighbors have 
chickens, it actually has helped our 
little town bring together a 
community. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

Limiting the size of the 
flock would prevent 
abuse (people trying to 
run full-on chicken farms 
inside the city).  A 
possible formula would 
be a maximum of 5 
chickens per permanent 
resident in the 
household.  That is 
enough to keep the 
household fully in eggs 
with some to spare 
without danger of 
causing a problem.   

Promoting self-reliance, 
which reduces the strain 
on public resources in 
lean times or during 
disasters.  Also reduce 
food waste that goes to 
landfills (because food 
waste can be fed to the 
chickens).   

If there is no limit 
to how many 
chickens can be 
kept on a 
property, there is 
the danger of 
someone trying 
to pack too many 
chickens into the 
small space which 
could cause the 
area to stink and 
be an eyesore.  
Also, if the 
chickens are 
allowed to free-
range they could 
escape, get run 
over, etc.  I would 
recommend 
requiring a fully-
covered chicken 
run or a chicken 
yard with high 
enough fences to 

There are definitely ways to 
fencepost guidelines that would 
allow people to have chickens in 
town but without causing undue 
problems, and those guidelines 
would not be onerous to the 
overwhelming majority of people.   
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prevent the 
chickens from 
escaping. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes None 
Sustainable food source 
for people 

None Love this proposal  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes No 

I own chickens and there 
is a huge benefit to our 
family in owning them. 
We get plenty of eggs 
from our layers and we 
raise our own meat birds 
once a year which makes 
it much more affordable 
for us to feed our family 
of 6. 

None. None. 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
Size of flock, 
containment restrictions, 
permit  

I have owned chickens 
for 8 years. They are 
great pets and low 
maintenance  

Escaping, noise, 
smells  

Wish residents and those just 
outside Lebanon were afforded 
input on legislation that is more 
important than chickens.  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

Most people within city 
limits would not 
appreciate a rooster 
crowing at 4:00 a.m. I'd 
play it safe & not allow 
roosters, just to keep the 
peace.  

There are many benefits 
of having chickens. It 
gets people outside, 
connecting with the 
outdoors, talking to 
neighbors, & helps 
people get connected to 
getting their own food.  

The few that may 
take advantage of 
the allowance by 
adding too many 
for their space, 
not properly 
caring for the 
birds, or 
otherwise 
creating a 
nuisance.  

General knowledge of keeping a 
small flock.  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
I would think it to be a 
good idea to limit the 
number allowed.  

A lot of people like to 
have there own chickens 
they have benefits to 
families.  

None None 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes Limit roosters  

In the current economy, I 
don’t see this as any 
different from having a 
backyard garden. 
Anything to ease 
personal food cost is a 
must now days.  

Noise from 
roosters.  

None 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

Should have enclosures 
to keep them safe.  
Probably need to give 
people guidance on how 
far from the property 
lines the enclosures need 
to be.  Don't prefer 
fees/permits. 

Helps us be more self 
sustaining in these 
difficult times. 

Limiting the 
number of 
chickens is 
probably 
necessary. 

Classes on how to raise and care for 
chickens would be helpful. 
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No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

Limit amount of chickens 
to 8 and no roosters. 
Have proper fencing and 
coop rules (fence, shelter 
from sun and snow) 
safety from loose pets. 
Much like dog rules when 
it comes to other peoples 
pets killing the chickens 
or the chickens getting 
into other yards and 
causing issues. Noise 
restrictions. They 
aren‚Äôt noisy though 
except for roosters. 
Keeping children safe 
around them, proper 
sanitation and disposal of 
waste, bc there is a lot. 

Experience small 
livestock for eggs and 
enjoyment and teaching 
children to care for 
them. 4H projects.  

If people don't 
take proper care 
of chickens they 
might be an 
eyesore, smell, or 
wander away and 
cause problems 
with pets or traffic 

How would you screen applicants 
to ensure proper care and cleaning 
will happen? Sanitation 
requirements adherence? 

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

As long as the enclosed 
area/coop is kept clean 
and the chickens aren't 
just free roaming I have 
no issues with people 
having chickens in their 
yard.  

People being able to 
provide food for 
themselves is crucial 
especially in the 
economic hard times 
were facing. It is also 
incredible beneficial for 
children to learn how to 
care for other animals 
and to see where they 
food comes from. 

I see no issues, 
they should be 
allowed in city 
limits. Chickens 
take a very small 
amount of land to 
care for and 
thrive.  

People should be allowed to have 
chickens within city limits as long 
as they are caring for them 
properly.  

No, but I 
live locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

No roosters; no 
slaughtering; good 
containment; not inside 
homes; limit of three to 
five per household 

Teaches responsibility to 
children; provides non-
allergic pets; acts as 
service pets to children 
who need them;  
encourages children to 
get outside more and 
less TV, gaming, etc. 

Lack of care by 
owners; getting 
loose; complaint 
calls 

Some families cannot afford to buy 
property outside city limits, so they 
are denied having a pet, especially 
if they are allergic to furry animals, 
etc. 

No, but I 
live 
locally;I am 
in Lebanon 
but 
considered 
Clearcreek 
Township 
so fall 
under their 
legislation. 
I hope to 
work to 
petition for 
changes to 
Clearcreek 
Township 
ordinances 
as well 

Yes Yes 

Clearcreek Township 
allows chickens as long 
as they are kept 80 feet 
from any property lines. 
This makes it extremely 
difficult for people with 
less than an acre to raise 
chickens unless they 
want them smack in the 
middle of the property. I 
could see setting a 
distance limit from 
someone else’s dwelling 
but property lines get 
small really quickly.  

Enhance natural 
surroundings, allow 
people more ability to 
provide for themselves, 
teach responsibility to 
children and families 
who own chickens.  

More than one 
rooster can cause 
problems. 
Otherwise none.  

I'd love to use some of this 
information to petition my local 
leaders in Clearcreek Township  

No, but I 
live locally; 
I have a 
Lebanon 
address, 
but live in 
turtle 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
I believe a common 
number is 4 laying hens  

It’s a right to feed and 
provide for your family. 
It never should have 
been against ordinances 
in the first place. 

None. They'll be 
less bothersome 
than dogs and 
stray cats. 

N/a 
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creek 
township 

No, I don't 
live inside 
city limits 
or live 
locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

No Roosters or waterfowl 
(all noisy), hens must 
have adequate room to 
roam (large run in 
addition to coop or free 
range in fenced yard), 
adequate coop size per # 
of hens.  Any meat birds 
must be processed offsite 
and not in the yard of the 
owner. 

People can raise their 
own food, fresh eggs are 
much better/healthier 
than those from factory 
farms.  Backyard 
chickens also provide 
entertainment and can 
be therapeutic to those 
prone to 
anxiety/depression.  
Gives people another 
reason to go outside 
daily and get fresh air. 

Only issues I see 
would be if 
someone gets 
chickens and fails 
to take proper 
care of them or 
clean coops 
regularly resulting 
in flies and smells.  
Responsible 
chicken care 
would not result 
in this though. 

With proper care and responsibility 
chickens are quiet, clean, and a 
great source if eggs/meat. 

No, I don't 
live inside 
city limits 
or live 
locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
4 hens no roosters low 
profile hen house 

People should be able to 
provide food in 
alternative ways  

Overpopulation  None 

No, I don't 
live inside 
city limits 
or live 
locally 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
No roosters. Coop XX feet 
from property lines. 

More people can 
experience the benefit of 
a backyard flock. 
More self-reliance in 
producing own food. 
More humane way to 
produce eggs. Locally 
and in small numbers. 

Chickens 
wandering in 
neighbor’s yards. 
Digging up stuff. 
Roosters being 
noisy. Smell if not 
properly cared 
for. 

I think potential benefits outweigh 
downsides. 

Not in city 
but 
lebanon 

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 
Number of birds and 
coops in backyards 

Eggs Poop everywhere 
If the number of chickens can really 
be regulated 

Previous 
lives in city 
limits. Now 
Lebanon 
address 
outside of 
limits.  

I am not a 
resident 

inside 
Lebanon 
city limits 

Yes 

Number of chickens 
needs to be limited to 
provide for their needs. 
Also need to have 
respect for neighbors - 
not sure how to address - 
but cleanliness matters in 
reducing smell.  May 
increase garbage at curb 
to eliminate shavings.   

My 4H kids benefitted 
from 
learning/responsibilities.  
We love fresh eggs and 
raising our own meat.  

It seems years ago 
we were allowed 
to have them    OR 
the city 
representative 
misinformed us 
when we called.  
We did have 
chickens for a 
short time within 
the city limits 
(meatbirds so 
only 8 weeks).  
Most neighbors 
were fine.  One 
was concerned 
with smell that 
never impacted 
him.  Concern 
with noise - 
roosters. 

I think having chickens is fabulous.  

We own a 
rental 
property  

No No No chickens  None 

People with to 
small of yards 
trying to be 
farmers  

Na 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

None in Central Business 
District, setback of 20 
feet from property line 
for the required 
enclosure 

none really 

decline in 
property values 
for those located 
near chickens, as 
well as noise and 
odors 

decline in property values for those 
located near chickens, as well as 
noise and odors 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Yard must be 2 acre 
minimum.  
Coop must be 200 feet 
from property line. 

None 
Rodents, smell, 
sewage runoff 

It will be difficult to enforce  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Not allowing them in 
subdivisions, required 
minimum lot/yard size to 
help prevent them from 
being a noise nuisance to 
neighbors. Also not 
allowing them to be free 
range, they must be 
completely contained.  

None 

Noise issues, 
problems with 
free range 
chickens getting 
into neighbors 
yards and 
gardens, and 
causing issues 
with neighbors 
pets. Attracting 
predators like 
coyotes.  

The smell that coups can cause.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
No roosters, limit on 
amount  

None 

Chicken getting 
out, smell, people 
not taking care of 
them  

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Do not allow chickens  None Noise and smell Noise and smell 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Either no changes or a 
minimum of 1 acre lots.   

None.  

It will place an 
unnecessary 
burden on our 
already busy code 
inspector.   

This was brought up by a council 
member a couple of years ago.  He 
claimed to have a few people who 
wanted chickens but never would 
produce any credible contacts for 
the rest of us to chat with.  I 
personally talked to 30-35 people 
who do not live in HOA 
subdivisions.  Only 3 were in favor 
of chickens and about half were 
"ok" if they didn't see/hear/smell 
them which is going to be 
impossible in most areas.  The 
other half were flat "no's"  There are 
a couple of cities in northern Ohio 
that have programs for chickens 
but after bringing it up a couple of 
times in our meetings it became 
evident it wasn't a good fit for 
Lebanon.   
 
I've taken care of my daughter's 
chickens (in Tennessee) and if you 
don't keep up with them, 
specifically in the summer, they can 
get nasty in a hurry.  Our Code 
Enforcement Officer is already 
swamped with work, having to 
handle chicken calls would put him 
behind even farther.  As I often 
heard when talking to residents, 
people live in the city for a reason, 
and it's not to have agriculture 
animals.  Look at it this way, after 
chickens, what's next?  A few 
friends of mine (as well as me) 
would like to have bee hives but 
they aren't allowed either so we 
just chip in on hives that are out in 
the township.  
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
I don't think it's a good 
idea 

None . . 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Noise ordinance such as 
for barking dogs and 
mess containment on 
owners property 

None 

City over run with 
chickens like key 
west, chicken 
mess and feathers 
everywhere 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

The coop/pen area 
would need to be kept 
clean and free of odors.  
No roosters due to noise. 
Limit the number of 
chickens that each 
household may have (no 
more than 5). 

Individuals would be 
able to have fresh eggs 
for their family.  Possibly 
an educational session 
for children. 

Individuals not 
keeping 
pens/coops clean 
and free of odors.  
Individuals not 
properly caring 
for the chickens. 

I would propose that the City 
donate a portion of land that could 
be used for an urban garden.  An 
area of this lot could be reserved 
for chicken coops.   

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

The number if chickens, 
how well they are kept, 
types of chicken coops a 
lot of concerns  

None.  

People already do 
not care for the 
house and 
animals they 
currently have. I 
personally do not 
want to walk 
outside and smell 
my neighbors 
chicken coop or 
hear the chickens. 
People will not be 
respectful with 
maintaining the 
chickens or the 
noise 

I think if people want chickens, fine. 
There should be a limit on how 
many and only allow people that 
have neighbors that aren't 10 feet 
away.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
I'm not in favor of the 
change.  

None 
Smell, roosters, 
property values.  

If people want farm animals they 
can move outside city limits 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Not permitted in central 
business district or R1U 
zoned. 

none really 

a multitude of 
problems 
including cost to 
the city for 
enforcement, 
neighbor 
complaints 

We live and own businesses in the 
city for city life, not rural life. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Please do not allow this 

None.  I see problems for 
those around the 
chickens.  They are nasty 
and stink. 

Lowered property 
value, smells, 
noise.  Chickens 
are disgusting.  

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Dont let them  None  
Smell, chickens 
getting lose  

Predators coming in city limits to 
eat the chickens  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Song do it Zero benefits 

Noise, smell, 
make-shift coops 
that make 
properties look 
bad. Chickens 
getting out and 
getting hit by 
vehicles, maybe 
damaging those 
vehicles. 
Neighbor 
relations falling 
apart due to any 
of the above 

Dont so it 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Yes to all of those listed! None. 

Smell, noise, 
mess, loose 
chickens on the 
streets  

Please, no. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Very few chickens per 
household  

None Noise 

If someone wants chickens, live in 
the country.  We had neighbors 
who illegally had chickens in town 
and even the hens were noisy. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No None None 

More filthy 
looking and 
smelly houses, it's 
ridiculous to 
allow chickens in 
city limits 

Nobody wants to smell chickens! 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

I do not support allowing 
chickens or any other 
normally considered 
farm animals to be raised 
in city limits.  Having said 
that - there would need 
to be acreage limits (10 
acres) and setbacks (50 
ft)‚Almost of use live in 
small lots where chickens 
will disturb many 
neighbors and can't be 
setback or isolated.   

Zero  

Lot sizes in the 
city are quite 
small - living in 
Garfield Park, 
homes are 20ft 
apart (10 ft 
setbacks) and the 
lots are small and 
homes are very 
basic vinyl 
covered - the 
homes are not 
well insulated and 
are noisy, and 
there is no space 
to isolate farm 
animals from 
disturbing many 
neighbors.  Many 
homes back yards 
are adjacent to 2-
4 neighbors and 
have large 
impact.  
Regarding farm 
animals in front 
yards, no one 
wants to see this - 
curb appeal 
drives home 
prices and values.    

There are many great townships 
and other nearby areas for people 
who want to raise farm animals ‚Ä¶ 
there is no need to change 
Lebanon City zoning to allow 
chickens and or other farm animals.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
absolutely no livestock 
should be allowed within 
city limits 

none 

a variety of issues, 
especially 
negative impact 
on property 
values. people 
don't live int he 
city to have 
livestock, or live 
near it. 

no 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No ?  None 
We live in the 
City, People - not 
the country 

I chose to live in the City, not the 
country.  Why would Lebanon 
change established zoning laws in 
our City to accommodate people 
who want to live as if in the 
country? 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Leave it as is! Too many 
health issues with 
chickens! 

Absolutely NONE! 

Health issues, 
horrible smell, 
property values 
dropping.  

If our City can't make residents 
follow codes now (case in point, 
property on Warren St) what makes 
you think they will do it with the 
chickens?!?! If you want chickens 
then there is plenty of land outside 
the Lebanon City limits you can 
move to. Chickens are considered 
'Livestock' not pets so grow up!! 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Amount, noise None 
Disease, noise, 
rodents 

Stop pushing your religion on 
people. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Do NOT allow chickens in 
the city limits. 

None 

They smell bad, 
are noisy and get 
out of their coops 
all the time.  
Nasty animals. 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
No Chickens in 
neighborhoods 

None 
Dirty, noisy and 
smell 

Chickens belong on farms and not 
in a city 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No No  None 

Messy and noisy 
and there's always 
someone that 
don't follow city 
code just like lots 
of people not 
mowing or 
keeping yards 
clean 

Smells 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 0 None 
Pooh, noise, they 
flock so they will 
be in streets 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Slaughtering restrictions, 
coop distance 
restrictions, nuisance 
clauses, enclosure 
restrictions 

Not sure of any benefit 
Lower property 
values, unkept 
areas 

Minimum number permitted 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
I see no advance to allow 
chickens in the city limits 

None 

Chickens poop 
often anywhere 
leaving a foul 
smell and 
possibility of 
being carried into 
your house on 
shoes. They are 
noisy which may 
disturb 
neighbors. 
Rodents are also 
attracted to 
chicken coops 
and feed. 

I don't think. Hi kens should be 
allowed within city limits.  The 
noise could disturb people trying 
to sleep, those who work different 
shifts. Houses are too close 
together yo alleviate the noise, also 
the smell.  Plus there are issues with 
rodents attracted to coops.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Do not allow  None Smell It's city not country 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

No more than 4 birds on 
the property. A fee of $50 
per bird paid yearly. They 
must be kept in an 
enclosure not to roam 
free onto other property. 
Chickens making 
habitual sounds outside 
of normal time frames of 
8am to 10pm should be 
subject to noise 
violations. Example 
roosters crowing at dawn 
everyday before 8am. 
Chicken coop location 
size and proximity to 
neighbors property 
should be regulated like 
building a fence or pool. 
A plan should have to be 
submitted and approved 
with a building permit 
fee. Coop should be 300 
feet from all neighboring 
property. 

None  

Noise, smell, 
attacks on 
chickens from 
Cats, Dogs, other 
wild life. Increase 
in wild life 
raccoons, snakes, 
possums in 
neighborhoods 
where the coops 
would be. 

Do not allow chickens within city 
limits. If we allow chickens are 
when then going to allow people 
to have cattle and pigs on their 
property also. If they want farm 
animals they need to move and live 
in the country not the city. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Chickens are for rural 
areas.  Move out of city 
limits if you wish to have 
them. 

None. 
People do not 
take care of their 
animals currently. 

Stop pushing your ideas upon the 
town repeatedly. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Minimum acreage of 1 
and coop must be 50' 
from property line.  
Potential noise to 
neighbors is my concern. 

None 
Noise to 
neighbors 

This could lead to more undue 
legal actions that council will have 
to defend. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Apply for a permit is a 
good idea so you know 
who will be having them 
(similar to a dog license). 
Definitely restrictions on 
distance from neighbors,  
nuisance clauses  and 
even getting permission  
on if neighbors are ok 
with it before permits are 
issued 

For those that have 
them, better eggs 

Noise from 
roosters and 
potential smell 

I live in an HOA neighborhood and I 
know that chickens are not allowed 
in our subdivision. I am thankful we 
don’t have to worry about roosters 
crowing next to our house.   I 
understand why people want them 
though as there is nothing better 
than farm fresh eggs. I don’t know 
if there is a way to make it so you 
cant have them in subdivisions but 
only if you are so far away from 
your neighbors  and the neighbors 
give permission to have them next 
door? 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

I disagree with having 
chickens but if it changed 
I feel the number should 
be very limited and must 
include a significant 
distance to be kept from 
neighbors house.  No 
noise allowed.  If you 
want chickens you 
belong in the country.   

None!!!!! 

In the city limits 
our homes are 
just too close to 
each other to 
allow for 
chickens.  If a 
someone in the 
city has chickens 
IT WILL IMPACT 
MANY OTHER 
NEIGHBORS with 
noise, mess, sight 
of something I 
don't want to look 
at that will likely 
not be kept up. 
Not like when you 
live in the 
country.   
Chickens can 
carry lice and 
mites and that is a 
health issue.  Our 
neighbor does 
not care for their 
yard and home as 
it is.  Their cat 
poops in our 
flowers.  The last 
thing I need is for 
them to have 
something else 
they will not take 
care of.   

I feel the city doesn't enforce codes 
we have now so how will they 
enforce chicken issues.  I am very 
upset about this as the city is not 
the place for chickens!! 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No All of the above None 

Noise, smell, 
safety of 
neighborhood 
children, 
cleanliness 

This is not a good idea and I can't 
think of any reasons this would be 
appropriate for our neighborhoods. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

No more than 1 chicken 
per 100sq ft of back yard 
property. You have 500 
chickens screaming all 
night down, that would 
be a problem.  

Absolutely zero. Farm 
fresh eggs at the market 
are readily available.  

Chickens are 
LOUD, they stink. 
They attract 
predators. They 
root in feces like 
pigs. They need a 
rooster to fertilize. 
They scream 
bloody murder 
starting at 3 am. 
This is a horrific 
idea. There is 
plenty of property 
outside city limits 
for chicken 
raising.  

This is the worst idea I have heard 
of for Lebanon in a longtime.  If my 
neighbor grows chickens, they will 
find all chicken dead by now in my 
yard when they set foot in my yard.  
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 

Flock size max 6, NO 
Roosters, setbacks from 
property lines, no coops 
on property lines, specific 
steps to remedy odor 
issues, how to address 
any consistently loose 
and roaming birds/flocks. 
Education on proper 
care. Coop design 
regulations. Complaints 
will need quick 
resolution, less than 30 
days.  Who will enforce 
codes?   

No benefit in city limits.   

Neighbor 
disagreements 
over noise, smell, 
trespass.  Animal 
mistreatment and 
neglect. Dead 
bird disposal 
requirements.  

To do chickens right, it is a lot of 
work!  Especially on a subdivision 
size lot.  When done wrong they are 
noisy, stinky and annoying to 
others.  I can only see about 20%, 
maybe less, doing it correctly and 
the rest causing problems varying 
from minor to needing some type 
of law enforcement involved.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Not appropriate inside 
city limits  

None  

Houses are too 
close. I didn't buy 
my house in a 
very nice 
neighborhood to 
hear/see chickens 
at all hours of the 
day and night. 
This is not 
appropriate 
inside city limits.  

Noise smell little children around.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No Yes to all above  
Must be enclosed. Not 
need property lines  

Many Don't allow in city  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No No 
Don't allow it. Chickens 
are infested  

None at all 
Disease. Smell. 
People won't care 
for them.  

Do not allow this  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

The number of birds 
could be based on yard 
size. No roosters. I 
personally don't think 
there should be any 
permit or fees involved. 
Coop size should be 
based on how many 
square feet per bird is 
needed. A fenced yard so 
chickens cannot escape 
should be required.  

More freedom and 
people could provide 
food for themselves.  

Improper care of 
chickens.  

If chickens are allowed, it would be 
great to provide some free 
educational programs about 
keeping backyard chickens.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

Say NO to roosters, large 
flocks except for 2+ 
acres, slaughtering, car 
coops. Say YES to small 
flocks, clean coops with 
screened rooms for 
exercise, proper distance 
restrictions to property 
lines, HOME OWNER 
occupied homes only 
permitted for coops.  

Small flocks are very 
productive and with 
eggs going to possibly 
12.00 dz by the fall 
according to the USDA it 
can be very helpful to a 
family budget. It would 
allow children to have a 
hobby and learn small 
farming techniques.  
Chickens eat ticks and 
other nuisance bugs and 
certain table scraps.  This 
is just to start the 
conversation.  

Always 
maintenance 
issues and 
regulating it. A 
clear and concise 
plan from the city 
will be the 
answer. The 
"farmer" would 
have to assume 
all liability for the 
chickens...UNLESS 
the neighbors 
agressive dogs or 
cats came into the 
yard.  

Nothing at this time.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
No roosters, must not 
free roam but fenced in  

Eggs for food since 
everything is so high, 
and if they are meat 
chickens then meat too  

None 
I would be all for it! It would help 
out with grocery bills  
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Limit to 1 rooster and no 
more than 10 chickens. 
Must be out of plain site 
in back of your yard in a 
coop 

With inflation the way it 
is, it would be smart to 
have your own food at 
home. Many of us have 
gardens growing 
veggies so I'm not sure 
why this could be ok. 
This could promote 
community sharing  

N/A 

I think we should change the 
restrictions on the fences we are 
allowed to have, especially if this 
gets approved. Something more 
private only makes sense  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Number of chickens, no 
roosters allowed  

Ability for families to 
raise their own chickens 
and have eggs, allowing 
cheaper options for food 
as well as a source of 
money if they choose to 
sell their eggs 

None. None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Flock size should depend 
on lot size. 

Self-sufficiency and fresh 
organic food availability.  

Inhumane 
treatment by a 
few humans. 

No. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
No roosters. Egg layers 
only.  

Fresh eggs!  
People not 
keeping them in 
their own yards.  

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

No slaughtering of 
chickens, must keep 
enclosures clean and 
sheltered, no free-range 
chickens outside of a 
fenced enclosure 

Would be great for those 
who want to get into 4H 

People not taking 
care of them, 
chickens that get 
loose and into 
traffic. 

People need to be educated on 
how to take care and raise chickens 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes No suggestions  
People can get eggs 
from their chickens and 
they could sell the eggs.  

Hearing the 
roosters crow 
constantly.   

Please let people have chickens!  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes None 

Organic farm raised egg 
options and kids being 
exposed to a more rural 
living arrangement with 
care for animals.  

None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes Birds per household  

Families being able to 
provide fresh eggs to 
themselves and 
neighbors  

Noise with 
roosters/general 
aggression with 
roosters  

None, would love to be able to 
have chickens in my backyard  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes Limit the amount  Back to nature  None  None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes None 
Being able to produce 
your own food  

None  None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Not require a building 
permit for a chicken 
coop.  

More self-sufficiency is 
always a good thing. 
With the supply chain 
disruptions, it‚Äôs a 
needed change. 

None come to 
mind. 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
I would suggest a limit of 
6-8 chickens, and no 
roosters.  

Some people are allergic 
to cats and dogs, other 
pet options such as 
chickens. Chickens can 
be raised for eggs etc.  

If some people 
don’t take proper 
care of the 
chickens. Or keep 
to many. 

None  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 
No roosters, coop 
required, fenced in yard 
required 

Granting homeowners 
more freedom to use 
their yard as they wish, 
farm-fresh eggs right at 
home 

None None 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Nothing wrong with 
them 

Learning for kids 
allowing people to have 
fresh eggs 

None Let us have them 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes No roosters 
fresh eggs, educational 
to kids 

None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

No more than 5 chickens 
and NO roosters. Must 
have a free-standing 
chicken coop. 

Helps with bug control, 
allows for your own 
fresh eggs. It’s also my 
own property. 

Same as with dog 
and cat owners, 
so are crap and 
don’t take care of 
them.  

Just let people Have chickens 
already! I can't believe this is even a 
thing! 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Perhaps size of flock, 
structure for keeping 
them - we have a raccoon 
problem in town and 
maybe limit on roosters. 

People can have their 
own eggs and fertilize 
their soil. 

Roosters crowing, 
fencing, housing 
guidelines for 
poultry. 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

No roosters. Limit flock 
numbers based on 
property size. Coop 
setback requirements 

Allows homes to have a 
sustainable food source  

Neighbors could 
become unhappy 
if chickens are 
loud/smelly/ 
escape property  

Meh. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes None 
With the way the world 
is now we could use this.  

None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Maybe a limit on number 
of chicken, as well as 
distance the coop must 
be from a neighbors 
house/property, and 
maybe something to 
control slaughtering/ 
making it less of a 
nuisance. I think keeping 
some sort of 
requirements in regards 
to noise regulation is 
important too 

I think it gives people 
the freedom to do what 
they want on their 
property and I think 
chickens can also be 
pets, and if people are 
allowed to have noisy 
dogs then what makes 
chickens any different? 
Plus, fresh local eggs are 
great, especially when 
the chickens are treated 
humanely. I think as long 
as it's done properly and 
there proper regulations 
in place that everyone 
could benefit from 
allowing chicken 

I think there is the 
potential of noise 
issues but I think 
if done 
appropriately 
with correct 
regulations etc 
put in place, mose 
problems can be 
mitigated or at 
least lessened  

I would love to see chickens come 
to the community, I think it allows a 
lot of people something that they 
enjoy and brings benefits to the 
community  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes Common sense 
Self reliance, freedom to 
own your own pets 

None None  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

Backyard flocks, no more 
than 15 chickens, no 
roosters, no permits or 
fees, need some sort of 
enclosure, deep bedding 
or rotational grazing to 
keep smell to minimum, 
coops 10 feet from propy 
lines, no slaughtering 
restrictions. 

Self reliance, healthy 
eating 

Some people 
want animals but 
do not 
adequately take 
care of them. This 
is not for just 
chickens though. 
Some people 
shouldn't own 
dogs. I'm sure 
there will be 
some people who 
get them and 
won't take care of 
them. Although I 
will say most 
chicken people 
really love them. 

None 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

No roosters because of 
noise, limit number of 
hens in relation to size of 
lot, coop at least 10 feet 
from property line, if free 
range hens must not 
encroach neighbors 
property, no meat 
chickens, layers only, no 
dispatching (killing) of 
hens within sight line of 
neighbors property 

Hens are like pets, good 
producers of healthy 
eggs,  

None None at this time  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes None 

Having chickens would 
help my family by 
providing eggs- 
something that we eat a 
lot of.:) I enjoy making 
my own choices with 
what I will do with 
property I own.  

None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes No 

Stay out of peoples lives 
and decision making 
processes. If they want 
chickens that is no 
business of 
The government  

None. Back off 
government 
overreach  

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Looks like you have it all 
covered 

The way our economy is, 
citizens would be able to 
have their own eggs 
which would help them 
financially  

Nuisance calls 
between 
neighbors. Animal 
cruelty. Would 
have to hire 
another animal 
control person. 
Also there would 
be some people 
that would decide 
to prepare the 
chicken in their 
backyard and 
leave the 
evidence behind 
which would 
possess a health 
hazard 

You would not allow me to be a 
part of the committee because I am 
not part of the good old boys and 
girls of Lebanon. I speak my mind, 
I'm Fair, I can see both sides, I'm 
able to have hard conversations 
and make decisions that are best 
for all AND that is not what you 
want.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes None 

The expansion of a 
family's self-
sustainability. With rising 
food costs a person 
could have access to 
more home grown food 
sources, which could not 
only benefit themselves 
but friends and 
neighbors. 

None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Limited number to the 
flock size.  

Home grown eggs, 
teaching kids 
responsibilities, possible 
financial savings at 
grocery  

Smell if not taken 
care of properly  

Sleep if not taken care of properly  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

No roosters. Limited # of 
hens. Require that they 
are well cared for & have 
enough space to live 
happily. 

Helps families afford 
healthy protein. Perhaps 
4H. 

None, they are no 
more trouble than 
cats/dogs. 

We live in a condo complex where 
chickens would not be allowed, but 
I support the right of others to own 
a few hens to help their families. 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

Limiting the number of 
chickens that can be 
owned and controlling 
the amount of waste that 
is allowed to remain on 
the ground/ odor that 
can be smelled by 
neighbors.  

More resources for lower 
income families will 
increase food prices and 
more children having 
the opportunity to join 
4H or other programs  

People not being 
responsible and 
taking care of 
their chickens 
properly  

None  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes No suggestions 
It allows people to 
provide for their family 

No problems, it 
should already be 
allowed 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes none 
Teach people to get 
back to providing their 
own resources 

Chickens roam 

What goes around comes around. 
It's time for all of us to get back to 
providing for ourselves and this is a 
good start. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 
Limited number of 
chickens based on 
property size  

People could have their 
own eggs!!! And I’ve 
heard chickens eat ticks!! 

None if number is 
limited based on 
property size 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Rooster restrictions, 
slaughtering restrictions  

Providing eggs for your 
family  

None  None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

No, put a fee if you would 
like but throwing a limit 
on something so self-
sustainable is crazy 

Independence through 
the people especially 
during these times that 
one dozen of eggs are 
almost $7 

Old naggy 
neighbors 

This needs to happen  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

The number of birds 
permitted per household, 
Chicken 
enclosure/containment 
restrictions, Nuisance 
clauses related to 
chickens, Slaughtering 
restrictions, Coop 
distance restrictions in 
relation to homes or 
property lines. 

The rising cost of 
everything is a good 
reason to have chickens. 
Owning chickens helps 
kids learn where their 
food comes from.  

Neighbors 
complaining of 
the smell. People 
who own 
chickens but do 
not properly care 
for them.  

N/A 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes Containment  
Eggs for the owner to 
feed themselves and sell 
or give to others. 

Keeping them 
contained in their 
own yard. 
Nobody wants 
chicken poop on 
their back porch, 
deck or patio if 
they are not 
properly kept in 
their yard. 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Enclosure restrictions, 
nuisance regulations, 
slaughtering restrictions, 
minimum distance to 
property line for coop 

Families could raise their 
own food sources 

Neighbor's dogs 
and cats may 
attack and kill 
them, they may 
get into 
neighbor's yards, 
noise from 
roosters 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 4 hens  
More fresh eggs 
available locally 

None unless you 
allow roosters 
because they are 
loud 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Coop distance 
restrictions should be put 
in place. No free range.  

It will contribute to the 
happiness of the self-
sufficient type of folks 

Noisy roosters, 
chickens on the 
loose 

None 
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

No roosters (noise) 
Enclosures 
No fees! 
No slaughtering 

Self-sufficiency  
Right to food source 

Neighbor 
disputes 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes No roosters allowed. More farm eggs 
Roosters being 
loud. 

None. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
A limit to number of 
chickens per household  

Restore freedom. Self-
sustainability is a 
revolution against big 
government. 

None  

My only concern is that it‚Äôs not 
already allowed. I was planning on 
doing this as I know some already 
are.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

Maybe have a self-
governance group that 
you must be member of 
to have livestock, that 
holds each owner 
accountable to the 
cleanliness and suitability 
of their livestock. If a 
neighbor has a 
complaint, they can 
submit that to the self-
governance group who 
can determine if the 
livestock are in violation 
of the cleanliness and 
consideration of the 
neighbors. I'd say 
something like a $5 
yearly membership/ 
permit and it becomes a 
committee matter not a 
city matter 

I believe the benefits are 
more than can be easily 
listed, however the 
primary benefit 
personally is to train my 
kids how to care for 
them and have 
responsibility over them. 
Solid families mean solid 
communities and to 
have children learning 
responsibility and care is 
what we want in our 
community  

Detractors will say 
smell and noise, 
which can be the 
case if not kept 
clean and 
appropriately. I 
don't see any 
problem worse 
than all the stray 
cats.  

I think this would be a valuable 
addition to our community and 
culture.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 
Limiting the amount of 
birds  

People can provide their 
own food kids can learn 
how to take care of 
animals  

Making sure 
people follow the 
rules  

People not following the rules 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes Covered coop 
Education for kids, 
healthier eggs, self-
sufficiency 

Chickens going 
into others yards, 
roosters being 
loud 

N/a 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Perhaps a number limit. 
Not sure what that looks 
like but 100 chickens is 
too many.  

Fresh eggs, Help offset 
rising grocery costs.  

no No other comments 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Distance from 
residential/business 
buildings 

Families to provide 
themselves with eggs, a 
great alternative to meat 
protein. Kids can also 
learn a lot by tending to 
livestock 

Maintaining the 
coops, cleanliness 

I'm a teacher and we hatch chicks 
in our classrooms. They go to 
families within the community who 
live where chicks are permitted. It 
would be awesome for all families 
to be able to have that opportunity, 
as well as pursue keeping chicks on 
campus for the students to learn 
about care of an animal for a 
purpose beyond just the hatching 
phase. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Limited number or 
chicken allowed, most 
have city permits an 
proper fencing for your 
yard so the chickens 
remain in your yard not 
wondering the streets or 

Not sure 

Owners not 
taking proper 
care of their 
animals Letting 
them "Free 
Range" in other 
peoples property  

None at this time 
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going into peoples yards 
whom do not have/want 
chickens.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

Limit of number of birds. 
No permits or fees. 
Possible enclosure 
guidelines.  

Allow people to have 
their own fresh eggs. 
Chickens are pretty 
harmless and quiet.  

None.  None  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

no more than 4 hens. no 
roosters or Guinea's. I see 
no need for permits or 
fees. 

so people inside city 
limits could have their 
own egg supply. 

none! none 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes No 
Fresh eggs, bug 
reduction, waking up 
early.  

None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes None 

Eggs you raise your own 
garden why not eggs. 
Food is expensive eggs 
have gone up. 

No problem  None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
6 hens per flock, no 
rosters, no permits or 
fees 

Have your own fresh 
eggs, pets birds 

Unsure  None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Contained, no roosters, 
limit of 6 or up to as 
many family members.  

Eliminating Bugs and 
other pests, egg supply 
during critical times, 
educational for families.  

If not contained 
correctly they 
could be nuisance 
to neighbors.  

With responsible owners, only 
positive outcomes.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes A limited amount  
Great for families to feed 
their children  

I see know 
problem  

N/A 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Coop distance 
restrictions, waste 
removal, Odor  

People being permitted 
to keep their chickens  

Odor, waste  N/A 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes No suggestion  Food  educational N/a N/a 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Number of birds and 
nuisance clauses 

Self sustaining 
lifestyle/food, education, 
responsibilities,  

- 

There are cities closer to Cincinnati 
that allow backyard chickens within 
their city limits. Lebanon should 
definitely be included on the list 
with these cities! 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

Limitation determined 
based on property size; 
permit based to ensure 
following guidelines; 
containment restrictions 
(must be fenced or inside 
coop); if too many formal 
complaints permit would 
be revoked.  

Great for sustainability 
and building community  

Lack of upkeep 
causing 
undesirable 
conditions.  

None  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Fencing, no more than 3, 
must have closure. 

Ability to provide family 
good, especially during 
supply disruptions. 

Noise, smell, 
chickens crossing 
the road 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

1: Restriction on the 
amount of chickens 
allowed depending on 
size of lot.  
2: No on-site chicken 
slaughtering.  
3: Regulations to ensure 
chickens are taken care 
of i.e. coops protected 
against predators & 
weather; always having 
access to clean water 

Sustainability, 
community, youth 
enrichment/education.  

People not 
properly caring 
for their chickens 
leading to abuse 
& filth.  
 
Neighbors 
complaining, 
regardless of the 
law.  
 
Chickens not 

None that I can think of at the 
moment.  
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Other issues that should 
be discussed and 
addressed:  
 
Are chickens the only 
type of foul/poultry 
allowed? What about 
roosters, turkeys, geese? 
Breeding?  
 
Are we able to sell our 
eggs commercially? 
 
Will we have to obtain a 
license? If so, I believe 
there should also be 
some sort of brief 
training to go over the 
regulations and proper 
chicken care to educate 
those who wish to have a 
coop.  

properly being 
contained.  
 
Roosters (if 
allowed) causing 
a disturbance.  
 
*I fully support 
allowing people 
to have chickens 
within the city 
limits despite the 
above issues.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

No roosters within city 
limits, must be in a 
complete enclosure, no 
permits/fees, must be in 
back yard, min 6 sq ft per 
chicken  

Less dependence on 
stores 

Noise if Roosters 
allowed 

NA 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

If there were some kind 
of basic rules/bare 
minimum requirements 
in place to begin with 
(must be contained with 
fence, must have XX 
square footage of coop 
space, etc) along with 
some type of warning 
system in place where if 
neighbors are being 
disrupted from the 
chickens then they can 
file a complaint in order 
to fix the violation, and 
only after so many 
complaints would that be 
a reason to remove the 
chickens from said 
persons house‚ similar to 
how the health 
department does things 
with food services. Here 
is a violation and you 
have 2 weeks to fix it or 
else we will shut you 
down, and we will come 
back in 2 weeks to make 
sure you fixed it‚ type 
thing. 

More freedom to 
residents. Adds 
uniqueness to living and 
visiting Lebanon. 

People not caring 
for chickens 
properly and 
neighbors not 
liking the mess, 
smell, etc.  

None!  
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Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
backyard should be 
limited to 5 including 1 
rooster.  

As a 4H grandparent it 
would allow more kids 
to participate and learn 
responsibility.   

proper caring of 
them. a rooster 
will make noise.     

Please see how other cities 
especially downtowns have 
allowed this.   
https://www.6sqft.com/raising-
chickens-in-new-york-city-laws-
tips-and-everything-else-you-need-
to-know/ 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 

On property lots larger 
than 1/3 acre, and 20 feet 
from the property line for 
a chicken pen, chickens 
should be allowed. No 
roosters. Chickens should 
also be allowed to free 
range during the day on 
property lots larger than 
1/2 acre.  

Better for families 
financially, and 
promotes health in 
organic eating. More 
children could 
participate in 4H, better 
for the environment, 
fewer insects, closer 
contact with nature, etc. 

If it is permitted 
on larger lot sizes 
and at least 20 
feet from a 
property line I 
don't see any 
problems with 
smell. Neighbors 
might not like the 
sounds of 
chickens but I 
think it would be 
acceptable. 

I am strongly in favor of allowing 
chickens within the city limits 
within the parameters described 
above. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

Reasonable flock limits 
would be a good idea. 
Some people can get 
carried away. Rooster 
restrictions may want to 
be considered, as well. 

Fresh eggs, garden 
compost, teaching, self-
reliance, opportunities 
for kids 

None of 
consequence. It 
should have been 
done a long time 
ago. 

Backyard chickens are utilized and 
enjoyed around the US and the rest 
of the world. Lebanon is a semi-
rural community with farming 
roots. Why would we not allow 
chickens? 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes No More personal freedom None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Allowing at least 4 
chickens 

Eggs   None None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Certain Distance from 
houses 

Egg prices rising so 
people should be able to 
have their own chickens. 

Noise and smell 
issues 

NA 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes N/a 

Ability to have a self-
directed food source and 
to teach kids 
responsibilities and 
sustainability. 

There would be a 
learning curve for 
many new owners  

That the ordinance won't be 
changed  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

Proper containment, 
Flock size based on yard 
size, One-time 
reasonable permit fee, 
fines if Code is not 
followed. 

There is an ever-growing 
food shortage and the 
price of chickens and 
eggs are increasing. 
Chickens are also natural 
bug exterminators. I 
should also have a 
human right to be self-
stainable and provide for 
my family without 
relying on a grocery 
store. You can also 
allowed to have several  
domestic animals. There 
are restrictions on the 
domestic animals, but 
rarely enforced.  

Neighbors getting 
angry and that is 
truly the only 
reason. 

You need to give people the right 
to be self-stainable. You also have 
to give people a chance to do the 
right things and follow the process 
before making something illegal.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

Be responsible and care 
for the chickens properly 
and keep the area clean. 
Maybe give one warning 

Eggs 

People that think 
they want it then 
not caring for it 
properly and 

Maybe having a example of the 
type of coup you can have so 
everyone doesn't get all red neck 
and it looks trashy in the 
neighborhood.  
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then you no longer get 
the privilege.  

smelling up the 
neighborhood.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 

It would be a good idea 
to  have enclosures for 
your chickens or one by 
one they'll be caught by 
Coyotes or killed out on 
the road.  

Food is sky rocketing & 
the Government is  
controlling our food 
supply. If we can keep 
chickens @ least we can 
raise our own food. 

If people live too 
close to another 
home then 
Roosters will 
cause a 
disturbance  

Keeping their yard enclosure clean 
in some manner will nenjelpp]d 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Yes Yes 
Limit the number of birds 
allowed. Only Hens and 
no roosters.  

Self sustainability. The 
joy of teaching kids 
about farming and 
caring of livestock. 
Picking eggs. 

None It can't come soon enough.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes 
Limit the number of 
chickens per household. 

It would allow citizens 
the ability to try be self-
sustaining. 

People not taking 
proper care of the 
chickens and not 
taking care of or 
keeping up the 
coop/pen. 

None 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

Maybe Yes Slaughtering restrictions  
Family involvement/ 
fresh eggs  

Noise Na 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 

I would have to see to 
see the full context of the 
legislation as well as the 
current zoning for 
animals. Could there be 
specifics on the rules for 
butchering as well as 
specifics for breeds of 
chickens?  

Education for children as 
well as the community 
and promotion of farm 
life.  

Noise as well as 
sanitation and 
health issues with 
airborne.  

I'd love to be part of the citizens 
committee.  

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits 

No Yes 
Compassionate care, 
sufficient space and 
good living conditions 

Fresh food (eggs) are 
better and healthier 

The same issues 
that come up 
with any animals- 
is the animal 
being cared for 
appropriately 

I think it is a good idea. If 
neighborhoods in Cincinnati can 
do, Lebanon should be able to do it 
too. 

Yes, I live 
inside the 
city limits; 

Yes Yes 

Must remain penned. 
Separate area for 
quarantine to introduce 
new flock. They MUST 
REMAIN PENNED, NO 
FREE RANGE DUE TO 
BIRD FLU. You don't want 
them mixing with other 
bird populations or 
sharing water resources. 

This will allow marginal 
economically stressed 
another conduit of 
necessary food. 

Coyotes will 
follow- need a 
plan to eat with 
them. Noise is  
more a problem 
with free range, 
much less with 
pen.  

Need a plan to test flock for bird flu, 
and to destroy them if positive. The 
ordinance must supersede or 
override any HOA restrictions. The 
economy will not get better only 
worse.  NO ROOSTERS!  The other 
thing you must allow is meat rabbit 
hutches. 

 
  



 
36  

 

Other Local Chicken Ordinances 
 

• City of Cincinnati 
o https://www.backyardchickens.com/articles/cincinnati-ohio-chicken-ordinance.61067/ 
o Sec. 701-33. - Animals or Fowl Damaging Gardens and Lawns. 

§ No person owning or harboring one or more cats, dogs, other animals or fowl 
shall permit such cats, dogs, other animals or fowl to run at large so as to do 
damage to gardens, lawns, shrubbery or other private property. 

• Madeira 
o https://cms2files.revize.com/madeiraoh/Document%20Center/Code%20of%20Ordinanc

es/Title%20IX%20%20General%20Regulations_201405131131595349.pdf  
o Chickens are kept in Madeira by multiple households with ZERO complaints, according 

to a city employee. Chickens permitted as long as they don't create odors or unsanitary 
conditions and are not kept for strictly commercial purposes. 

o No person owning or harboring one or more cats, dogs, other animals or fowl shall 
permit such cats, dogs, other animals or fowl to run at large so as to do damage to 
gardens, lawns, shrubbery or other public or private property. 
(1985 Code, § 90.03) (Ord. 1599, passed 8-30-1982; Ord. 10-15, passed 8-23-2010) 
Penalty, see § 90.99  

• Montgomery 
o https://www.backyardchickens.com/articles/montgomery-ohio-chicken-

ordinance.61833/  
§ Chickens permitted so long as they are contained (90.01) and don't create a 

o nuisance (90.08.) 
o 11)   Doghouses, chicken coops, rabbit hutches, beehives and other animal shelters (j) 

Permitted in Side or rear yard, 15’ from side lot line, 15’ from rear lot line 
§ (j)   Shall not be visible from the public street on which such residential property 

fronts, and such structure must be appropriately screened from abutting 
properties with landscaping, a fence or wall constructed and maintained 
according to the Code.  Whether such structure is permanently affixed, portable 
or mobile it shall not exceed six feet in height and it shall cover an area no 
greater than 80 square feet. 

• Lakewood (Cleveland area) 
o https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/backyard-hens/  
o https://www.backyardchickens.com/articles/lakewood-ohio-chicken-ordinance.61903/  
o https://www.lakewoodoh.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/23-16-Amend-Sec.-505.18-

to-permit-hen-keeping-1.pdf 
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• Deerfield Twp 
o http://www.deerfieldtownship.com/index_files/Ordinances/ZoningOrdinance.pdf  
o SECTION 13.20. CROP PRODUCTION and the KEEPING OF LIVESTOCK, POULTRY AND 

RABBITS. R-2 subject to the following requirements: 1. No livestock shall be kept on 
parcels of land containing less than two (2) acres. 2. No more than one (1) head of 
livestock can be kept on the first two (2) acres of land. One (1) additional head of 
livestock can be kept for each additional two (2) acres of land. 3. Land on which 
livestock, poultry, or rabbits are kept shall not be within a platted subdivision except 
that a maximum of five (5) rabbits or hens shall be allowed on lots containing less than 
two (2) acres. 4. Livestock, poultry, or rabbits in the single-family residential district shall 
be kept only for non-commercial purposes such as 4-H projects or family use. -44- 5. 
Adequate fencing and housing for the livestock, poultry, or rabbits shall be constructed 
prior to placing the animals on a parcel of land. Any such housing shall be no less than 
twenty-five (25) feet from any property line.  

• Miami Township 
o https://www.miamitwpoh.gov/PDF/CD/ZoningResolution/chapters/CH25-091520.pdf (page 25-

5) 
o No more than six chickens may be kept on a property. Chickens shall be securely 

confined to the rear yard area by fencing or structure. 
o The keeping of other animals or fowl (other than chickens) is permitted only in suitable 

structures located a minimum of 200 feet from rear and side lot lines 25-6 and only in 
the rear yard of the lot. Any horse, cattle, sheep or hog or other animal exceeding 35 
pounds in weight shall be sheltered not less than 300 feet from rear and side lot lines. All 
equipment must be kept inside the structure at all times. C. Household Pets are dogs, 
cats, indoor caged birds, snakes, mice, gerbils, ferrets, hamsters, rabbits, guinea pigs, 
fish, turtles, lizards, iguanas, similar indoor-only caged animals, and chickens (excluding 
roosters).  

• Hamilton Township (Morrow) 
o https://www.hamilton-township.org/media/economic-development/Codes_Chapter4.pdf 
o J. Keeping of Chickens The keeping of up to four chickens is permitted provided that: (1) 

The principal use is a single-family dwelling. (2) No person shall keep any rooster. (3) No 
person shall slaughter any chickens for commercial sales. (4) The chickens shall be 
provided with a covered enclosure for protection from the elements. (5) Chickens must 
always be confined within a fenced area of the yard at all times. (6) A covered enclosure 
or fenced area shall be located no closer than 25 feet to any residential structure on an 
adjacent lot (p. 4.52) 

• Miamisburg 
o https://www.backyardchickens.com/articles/miamisburg-ohio-chicken-ordinance.61688  
o https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/miamisburg/latest/overview 

• Amberly Village 
o https://amberleyvillage.org/download/Ordinances%20and%20Resolutions/2012/Ord%202012-

02%20Allowing%20Backyard%20Chickens.pdf 
• Other 

o https://etd.ohiolink.edu/apexprod/rws_etd/send_file/send?accession=ucin1331296876&dispositi
on=inline 
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Chicken Ordinances in Neighboring Communities 
 

 




